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Facing the challenge in girls’ schools

GIRLS ARE EMERGING FROM GIRLS' SCHOOLS WITH A LARGE MEASURE OF SUCCESS,
BUT GIRLS AND GIRLS' SCHOOLS STILL FACE DIFFICULTIES, AS MEG HANSEN EXPLAINS.

SPEAKING LATE LAST YEAR AT & FORLIM
conducted by the Equal Opporrunity for
Women in the Waorkplace Apency, John
MeFarlane, Chief Execunive Officer of the
ANZ Bank ar the rime, made the blunt —
but by no means surprising — poine thar the
reason why so few women were gerting to
SO POEITIONS Was becanss men did nor
PrOImaTe rhem.

For anyone involved 10 rhe business of
reaching piels, and especially those work
ing e a pirls” schaol, the implications of
such a srarement are profound and consti
rure one n a ranpe of complex challenges

rhar currently face girls, as individuals,

24 TEACEIR RARCH 2060

and girls’ schools'as educationg] fustitu-
ticins

I'he first and perhaps the mos disquist-
ing of these challenges is the contradiction
between what we as school teachers and
administrators tell vur girls they can do and
what they acteally face m terms of gender
politics, social strudiores and cconomic
realities once they legve schoul.

O the one hand, it increasingly the case

l¥ ere cmernging from zicls’ schoolsan

a% highly successful, Noronlv has

a sigmificant Increasc in reten-
ritles and nmumbers entering tertiary

stadies, bur ,:':.'|~ have becomce very success-

ful avademically. Typically, they are high
achievers cquipped with a range of skills
tirar will enahle chem o funcoon effecrively
in adulthood.

At girls' schools in particular we reach
them in an environment where we assume
they will take gender equality as a given.
We reach chem o be responsihle glohal
citizens and o speak up far themselves and
orhers. We expecr them o take on lead-
ership roles and we communicare a range
af messapes desipned ro boild confidence,
self rehance and independence, Mot sur
prisingly, giels Boursh in cthese environ

MEnTs.



in an environment

where compelition

for pubfic and private
resources and support 1s
imcreasing, girls’ schools
must continue to develop
new and fmaginative
strategies that will ensure
they are able to conlinue
providing educational
settings in which girls

lake cenlre stage.
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benchits of single-sex education iy that the
genders are froe w explore the full tange ol
cducational vpportunitics offered o them.

Athird challenge for girls® schools i5'one
that relates o issuws of size amd cconomic
viahihity. Garls' schouls sumply do oot have
the rosourees available 1o bovs™ and wo-cd
schools, The cffcets of such inhorent dis-
advantage and the existence of barricrs o
fundrasing mean char, when compared
with bowvs schools, many pels’ schools must
I'JI\"']T Ciman I:'!-H]_',‘.(Il:'l[: CRVIFGRIMONT O ! il ”.l.ll.:r-
MeSOrEInge. |."n'{'" Thl:" Mnsl Cursory J._1:|.1.r1|.‘.|.'
ar '\"-.'h.'1.|' SOV n:l!'.iu Ir'll’:'rr!r:'r A% fi'll.' LIVET=
resourcing of some hove” cchoals mighe cop-
I':!”u.l il r'-.’:rrnui.i r'ﬂr 1'{4'!-\.'4"['“!”-{‘"[ '\1|]'!l]'!lf!fr
anidd 4 new p.lf.t-il!{l1t tor Funilr:nl;ln.g_

Inan emvironment highly influenced by
the need o continnally upgeade and expand
tacilities, girls" schools in parricular face
InCreasing pressures o maintan and grow
enroliments, and o increase their income
through fundraising campaighs and other
activities such as bequest progeams and
gilts lrom locmer alumnge. By themselves,
waition fees and governoment grines are olten
asullicient o cover the costs of building
programs amd this mewns ot fmding addi
tivngl funds becomes an imegral pary ol
schoul operations.

Drespite their widespread aduption, exist
i mudels of fundraising and philanthropic
support that have proven suceessbul in boys'
and co-ed schools are not always appropri-
dic for a girls’ school, Assamprions abous
bovs' oneoing rolanionship with cheir old
school and the wavs in which this can wrans-
tarc inro a hiferimic of giving back to cheir old
school don't necessarily applv in che same
wav ina girls’ school.

Whart for 2 maie may well be a relation-
ship of murual benefit thar exrends way
hevond Year 12. mav be something quite
differedr for 2 female. The wavs in which a
boy may be encouraged o keep in contaer
with his old school are ofren more difficulr
to matntam moa geels school. Wirhin rhe
confines af a school communmiry such rhings
asa public awareness of penerarions of boys

hearing the same surname, for example,

does ol exist inoa givls” school - despite
the existence ol ol generativnal atlend
anceal many ol these schiools, Tu praciice,
ot commeguence ol te dilfering relalion
shups eojosed by former studens witl cleeic
old school 35 thar medels ol Tundeaising
that may worck well iooa male eoviromment
don't alwary convert with equal succesy e
a girls' school, When compared with the
situarion prevathing i many sirls' sehools
where much of the fundesing 15 concen-
traced an che curcent parcor populanon, o
bavs schoal can expeet, and will Fregquencly
recerve, philanthrope suppore from hoth ies
male alwmm and exasemp parents, many of
wheam aee aléo alumni of the schanl,

U'he challenpges Foe grls’ schaals, rhen,
A mMany a r'ui F',]Tll."fl. |” AN ENVECCRIMent
where compennan far puhlic and peaare
resatrees and SUPPOET 1% Imereasimy, l\;ir'll'.'
sehonls muse contimue o develop new and
imaginanve srearegies thar will ensurce they
are able to continue providing educariomnal
serrings in which girls take centre srage,
tor surely this 15 whar we inogicls’ schools
understand m be our core business. As
teachers aod educators we are creating an
wstitucicnal and classvooin setring inwhich
gitls v express themselves Leeely and lee
guently, develop lugherorder  thinking
shaills wnd dure to rales oo new challenges in
g enviranment thae s both dvoamic aod
supportive, T
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