He says regions in the brain develop at
different times in girls and boys.

“In girls the language areas of the brain
develop before the areas used for spatial
relations and geometry. In boys, it’s the
reverse,’”” he says.

“If people aren’t aware of these differ-
ences, by the age of 12, girls will tell you
maths is hard and boys will say poetry is a
waste of time.

““Teaching them things at the wrong time
will only serve to reinforce the stereotypes.”’

He says boys are being subjected to books

“‘Differences do not imply an order of rank
... (it) doesn’t mean that boys are better or
girls are better,”” he says.

Carey Baptist Grammar School principal
Phil De Young, however, is equally ardent
about co-education.

““We would argue the case that there are far
more similarities between the genders than
there are differences,”” he says.

““We can see no argument why you should
segregate the genders in an educational
setting, when society doesn’t segregate them
in workplace environments.”’
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risks as well,”” Hansen says.

““That was a very powerful thing for this
school with our Howqua campus (near Mans-
field), where we are asking girls to take risks
within a supportive environment. It was good
for us to understand that what we were doing
with girls has a scientific basis.”

Hansen says the school community will
spend a few weeks reflecting on Sax’s views.

““We’re not saying he’s right, he’s the guru
... it’s more about how we might test these
ideas and how we might apply them.”



