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Welcome to 
Kindergarten
Our Kindergarten is a place for children, parents and teachers to be together. You are 
invited to join us in a ‘dance’ of discovery to find out who we are and what we might 
be. 

When a child first enters our Kindergarten, they bring with them a rich history of relationships and a natural curiosity and a 

desire to learn. 

Our aim is to become part of the tapestry of their lives, to know them, to understand them, to connect with them, to build 

a relationship with them, to reveal their ideas and to challenge their thinking, but most of all, to develop a strong sense of 

identity, developing the whole child as they weave their own special story.

We know your child will be quickly assimilated into the nurturing atmosphere of Lauriston Kindergarten. We hope you will 

enjoy an exciting year of discovery and learning. 

Yours sincerely

Chris Toms 

Vice Principal - Head of Junior School 
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Key Contacts

Susan Just

Principal
Chris Toms

Vice Principal - 
Head of Junior 
School

Fiona Ireland

Director of 
Kindergarten

Christine Roux 
Individual 
Differences 
Teacher

Deanne Read

School Nurse
Karen Parker

School Nurse

Main Reception 9864 7555 

Director of Kindergarten 9864 7549

Head of Junior School 9864 7568

Health Centre 9864 7608 

Director of Kindergarten irelandfi@lauriston.vic.edu.au
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The Early Childhood Frameworks, devised by the Federal Government and the Victorian State Government, require all centres 

providing care and education for children 0-5 years to implement these Frameworks into their curriculum. The Federal 

Government’s Early Years Learning Framework: Belonging, Being, Becoming and the Victorian Government’s Early Years 

Learning and Development Framework have five outcomes that we are required to address. These are Identity, Community, 

Wellbeing, Learning and Communication. Both these frameworks state that play forms the foundation of the Frameworks. 

Lauriston Kindergarten is informed by The Early Years Learning and Development Framework (EYLDF), the Victorian DEECD 

approved framework that is part of COAG’s (Council of Australian Government) reform agenda for Early Childhood Education 

and Care. The framework draws on conclusive internationally recognised evidence that early childhood is a vital period 

in children’s development and learning. It emphasises play-based learning that is supported by intentional teaching and 

recognises the importance of social/emotional development and communication/ language skills, including early literacy and 

numeracy. The Framework outlines the highest expectation for children’s learning and development from birth through to their 

transitions to school, through five learning outcomes. These are: 

Outcome 1: Identity: Children have a strong sense of identity.

Outcome 2: Community: Children are connected with and contribute to their world.

Outcome 3: Wellbeing: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.

Outcome 4: Learning: children are confident and involved learners.

Outcome 5: Communication: Children are effective communicators.

The EYLDF identifies eight Practice Principles for learning and development to facilitate the most effective way for early 

childhood professionals to work together with children and families to optimise children’s development and learning.  The 

Practice Principles integrate the pedagogy that forms the basis of the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia. They 

are: Collaborative, Effective and Reflective.

All centres are required to develop a Quality Improvement Plan that is reassessed annually through consultation with staff 

and the school community.  The National Quality Standard allows us to adopt approaches that are most appropriate to the 

children being educated and cared for at our Kindergarten. 

The EYLDF states that all children learn in different ways, at different rates and at different times. Our staff use a variety of 

strategies to actively engage children in experiences that will extend and support their learning.

Early Years Learning and 
Development Statement 
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Philosophy of 
the Program
Our most fundamental commitment is to create an atmosphere where children feel 
respected, loved and valued. 

• We wish to create a ‘safe’ place of warmth, fun, joy and laughter; where childhood is celebrated, children can begin to 

understand themselves through their interactions within a supportive learning community and their own unique ‘culture of 

childhood’ can be created.

• We are inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach, which underpins our values and beliefs about how children learn and 

think and provokes us to reflect and revise our ever-changing image of the child as a creator and architect of his/her own 

learning, a creator rather than a consumer.

• We value kindness, cooperation, tolerance, respect for others, an adventurous spirit and a sense of wonder and delight.

• Play is essential for optimal development and research shows that play enhances every aspect of children’s growth and 

learning. Play nourishes a child’s development and forms the foundation of intellectual, social, physical and emotional skills 

that are necessary for building their understanding about the world around them.  We value the many possibilities and 

significant learning opportunities found in play, where there is no one right or wrong way to do things.

• Children construct knowledge and develop richer understandings by interacting with their physical world and sharing their 

ideas and opinions with other children and adults. Play allows children to make sense of their experiences and discover the 

joy of friendship and teamwork, acting as a vehicle for the establishment of a social and cultural environment within our 

community. 

• By building upon each child’s current curiosity and knowledge we search together to discover new and different 

possibilities and encourage children to take responsibility for initiating their own creativity and learning. 

• Through active listening and observation we seek to understand how each of us perceives our world. Parents, children and 

educators work together to enlighten and enrich our views. Documentation is used to reveal (and make visible) children’s 

thoughts and theories, to thereby recognise and acknowledge the learning process.

• We continually strive to create wonderful, rich opportunities for children to develop literacy, numeracy and thinking skills. 

Our supportive and encouraging community of learners nurtures children’s social and emotional intelligence, focussing on 

building a strong sense of self.

• We believe that children thrive on opportunities to take risks within a safe and supported environment. The willingness to 

engage in unfamiliar activities provides opportunities to learn new skills and the value of mistakes, try new behaviours and 

celebrate success. Challenge and risk, particularly in the outdoors environment, allows children to test the limits of their 

physical, intellectual and social development.

• The fundamental role of each educator involves fostering creativity and flexibility in thinking across all developmental 

areas though offering provocations for imagination. Emphasis is placed on investigation, observation, interpretation, 

reflection and collaboration on the part of both children and educators. 
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• We appreciate each staff member’s unique strengths, skills and qualities. Our varied identities allow us to explore 

and discover together. We aim to inspire each other through personal and shared experiences and value everyone’s 

contributions. We lead through our actions, by role modelling life behaviours for the children and each other.

• We respect and acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land in which we gather. We authentically explore different 

cultural identities and take meaningful moments within teaching opportunities to celebrate diversity.

• We are committed to building positive attitudes towards sustainable practice by enjoying the environment and exploring 

different ways of caring for it.  Learning through discussion and action encourages children to value our natural 

environment and consider global perspectives.

• We believe in creating an environment that values partnerships with families and the knowledge they bring. We are 

committed to forming relationships with our community for the mutual benefit of our children, families and educational 

team. We actively listen to the needs of our community and reflect upon and engage in dialogue on topics raised.

“Childhood is perhaps the most powerful period of our 
lives. Our experiences form the foundation of what we 
become, the core of our being – the ability to learn, our 
sense of ourselves in relation to the world of nature, of 
people, of things. It is a time for powerful experiences 
that forever fuels the scientist, the poet, the artist and 
the imagination within. It is a time that most of us draw 
on forever for moments of warmth and security.” 
Jim Greenman, Early Childhood Educator
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The Learning 
Environment
‘I understand myself through my interactions with people and objects around me and 
the way I am reflected in the eyes of other people’. 

Loris Malaguzzi, founder of Reggio Emilia’s educational philosophy 

The program of teaching and learning at Lauriston Kindergarten is based on the highly regarded Reggio Emilia philosophy 

of early childhood education that says it is the role of early childhood educators to create rich environments where children 

can immerse themselves in play-based learning to develop and deepen their understandings. Originally developed by Loris 

Malaguzzi in the Italian city of Reggio Emilia, the program has been adapted throughout the world. 

The Schools of Reggio Emilia also provoke educators to demonstrate their respect for the children by helping them to 

investigate beyond the superficial and therefore gain greater understandings. Reflecting on previous learning is key. For 

Lauriston Kindergarten teachers, documentation in the rooms and the weekly reflections allow children, teachers and parents 

to revisit and review experiences and construct deeper knowledge. 

The philosophies of the Schools of Reggio Emilia view the environment as ‘the third teacher’. Learning situations encourage 

children to engage in investigation and provide rich learning opportunities. At Lauriston Kindergarten, teachers place great 

emphasis on the beauty of the environment so children are drawn to investigate and engage with learning experiences. They 

also emphasise the importance of active listening so children and adults feel their ideas are valued. In this way, children gain a 

deeper understanding of their thoughts and knowledge. 

Children’s learning is extended by sharing strategies for learning and through an emphasis on connections between ideas. 

Using a range of learning opportunities, teachers strive to develop a community of learners who are curious and keen to 

broaden their knowledge. By sharing learning experiences and giving children opportunities to reflect on their learning, they 

are able to support, inform, assess, and enrich learning and understanding.

SPECIFIC AIMS OF THE PROGRAM
Based on this philosophy, the Lauriston Kindergarten program aims to:

• recognise and to support each child as a unique and valued member of the community

• support the children in their quest to understand their world, make meaning of it, and realise their contributions to it

• develop a sense of trust in other adults and in peers

• take advantage of the children’s social maturity and their need to relate closely with their peers, revealing and reflecting 

on their ever-changing role within the group (including not only other children but also parents, teachers, and members of 

the wider community)

• develop a sense of belonging so each child feels they have their own ‘place’ and an identity within the group

• encourage children to trust themselves enough to try something new – to take a risk and to try again and maybe again 

(the courage to make mistakes)
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• actively encourage children through their involvement in a developmentally appropriate, play-based curriculum to take 

personal risks in exploring a range of manipulative and tactile experiences and mediums of expression

• challenge children to move out of their comfort zone, awaken and enhance the senses, and enrich the vocabulary of 

creative expression

• foster independence and self motivation – to want to do things for their own satisfaction and along the way to be able to 

ask for help and to accept it

• help children develop resilience so they can cope with the ‘ups and downs’ that life brings

• develop an understanding and empathy for other people, and respect for their ideas and feelings

• enhance a sense of humour – to laugh with others and to ‘play’ with comedy and the magic of expressive language

• encourage children to analyse their theories and predict the outcomes

• develop a sense of wonder by encouraging children to respond to open-ended questions such as “What if?” and “What do 

you think?”

• give children the courage to share ideas and thoughts, and to begin to draw satisfaction from the challenge of 

collaboration

• allow children to experience the energy and excitement that is generated when a collective idea is investigated, explored, 

developed and made a reality because of the dynamics of a shared passion

• help children to experience the flow and rhythm of time in conceiving, developing and creating a project and enjoying the 

celebration at its conclusion – the sense of beginning, doing, finishing – feeling whole.

• explore the environment so children come to respect the natural world, are aware of critical environmental issues, and 

develop strategies that will have a positive impact on the natural environment

• provide teachers and parents with the opportunity to research their understandings of how young children learn and, in so 

doing, become learners themselves

• facilitate the development of literacy and numeracy skills embedded within a meaningful emergent curriculum through 

play-based activities

• help children appreciate aspects of the culture of Indigenous Australians
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Kindergarten A–Z
CARE OUTSIDE KINDERGARTEN HOURS
The School’s ‘before and after school care’ is managed by TeamKids and includes holiday programs. Kindergarten children are 

cared for at Niall House, and students take part in a range of fun and dynamic activities. Before school care is available from 

7.00am. After school care starts from the end of the school day and finishes at 6.00pm. The children are given afternoon tea. 

With the exception of public holidays or when the School including the Kindergarten is officially closed, the provider operates 

holiday programs from 7.00am to 6.00pm each day of the holidays. The program is divided into three age groups: 

• Kindergarten program (3 and 4 years old) held at the Kindergarten

• Junior program (Prep to Year 2)

• Senior program (Year 3 upwards)

CLOTHING
Children should wear comfortable clothing to Kindergarten as they enjoy physical activities, bearing in mind that overalls, belts 

and buckles can be difficult for some to manage. The children also work with ‘messy’ materials such as sand, water, clay and 

paint and, while there are smocks, it is easier for the children when they are not worried about getting good clothes dirty. 

Footwear should be easy to take on and off and suitable for running and climbing – Velcro fastening is useful and encourages 

children to be independent. Thongs and party shoes are not practical or safe. Every item, including shoes, needs to be clearly 

labelled. 

In the bottom of their child’s Kindergarten bag parents should supply a complete change of clothes just in case  – extra 

underwear, pants and socks might be needed. 

Sun Protection Policy
Australia has the highest incidence of skin cancer in the world. Skin damage, including skin cancer, is the result of cumulative 

exposure to the sun and most of the damage occurs during childhood and adolescence. Under the School’s Sun Protection 

Policy, the School ‘bucket hat’ is a compulsory item of clothing for all students and must be worn in Terms 1 and 4

To order the hat parents can call the uniform shop on 9864 7569, order and pay and their child’s hat will be delivered to the 

Kindergarten. Sizes as follows:

Small 55cm diameter

Medium 57cm diameter

For Kindergarten children, the hat is kept in their locker. Staff also ask parents to apply sun cream to their child before each 

Kindergarten session - it is parents’ responsibility to do this. The Kindergarten does stock sun cream and staff will re-apply it as 

necessary throughout the day; there is no need to bring individual tubes.

On high UV days children should also wear appropriate clothing so their skin is adequately covered . Parents can check the UV 

rating online, and the rating will also be displayed throughout the Kindergarten.
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Lost property
Kindergarten staff make every effort to trace items of lost property; they place any articles that are not claimed in the lost 

property box in the bathroom. It is useful to name items of clothing.

CONTACTING THE KINDERGARTEN
The Director of the Kindergarten is Fiona Ireland. She can be contacted by phone on 9864 7549 or parents can email  

irelandfi@lauriston.vic.edu.au. 

DAILY ROUTINE
While the Kindergarten routine follows broadly the same timetable each day (as outlined below), staff are not bound to a 

schedule but work as a team to meet the needs of each group. The day’s timetable can change depending on the weather, the 

time of year, and group dynamics.

The Kindergarten program begins at 8.45am when children are welcomed into their designated rooms for work/play sessions. 

During the morning they take part in a range of activities designed to challenge and engage them, and that may include 

working on an ongoing project. 

Each group pauses at some point in the morning for group time, known as the morning meeting. Children share their ideas and 

discuss them. Morning meetings may also incorporate singing, dancing, and stories. Children then break for morning tea. Staff 

intersperse outdoor breaks throughout the day, giving children a chance to explore the outdoor environment and experience 

the freedom of the playground. 

Children enjoy their lunch from home at around 12.30pm. This is a social time and children are encouraged to sit in small 

groups. Lunch is followed by a short rest time during which the children are quiet, rest their bodies, read or listen to stories. 

After rest the children play again in the outdoor area. A story precedes home time between 2.45pm and 3.00pm. 

At Niall House, which houses the four year old group, two groups are inside while two groups play outside to avoid crowding in 

the playground – they then swap. A number of times during the day staff separate the children into small groups for art, music 

and dancing, or for discussion. Specialist teachers are also involved in the program at Niall House/the Village in the areas of 

music, gym, swimming, and drama.

DOCUMENTATION
Kindergarten staff record the children’s ideas, thoughts and experiences, and the processes they work through to come to new 

understandings, using:   

• photos

• Seesaw app

• transcripts of conversations and discussions

• symbolic representations of ideas and observations, for example in the form of drawing, painting, and clay work 

• collaborative works that a small or large group have been involved in constructing

• teachers’ comments on the ideas expressed and the processes through which children are working to discover new 

information
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Staff present this ‘documentation’ through displays in the Kindergarten rooms and in the group learning journal and via the 

Seesaw app. The documenation is shared with parents. 

The purpose of documentation is to:

• show the children that staff value both the process and the product of their work

• provide a medium for expressing to others the power of children’s thinking

• allow parents to see what their children do at Kindergarten and how they approach their learning

• give staff the opportunity to record and research children’s thinking and learning

• revisit learning (children, educators and parents can do this)

• provide a history for the centre and a memory for the Kindergarten community

• communicate with other children, parents, and the wider community

EVENTS AND CELEBRATIONS
Throughout the year the Kindergarten enjoys many special experiences involving children, parents, teachers, and the wider 

community. Some are planned well ahead and others are more spontaneous – all add to the richness of the program. 

In the past the Kindergarten has held:

• special lunches hosted by the staff and parents – a Possum Magic Lunch, Book Week dress up and lunch, and a Footy Day 

and Lunch

• excursions (for Niall House children) including walks in the local environment, the NGV, the Royal Botanic Gardens, and 

other places that enhance their project work

• incursions and visiting performances including puppet shows, Murrundindi, dance ensembles, musical items and 

sustainability education

• Mothers’ Day / Father’s Day celebrations

• grandparents’ week

• Kindergarten open evening

• breakfast at Kindergarten

• dress up days

And as a final celebration –

• Christmas celebration concerts and parties

Birthdays 

The Kindergarten is delighted to celebrate children’s birthdays. Parents are welcome to provide a cake or small cupcakes to 

share with the group, or a healthy option. Lollies are not appropriate.

Because of allergies, if food brought to kinder for celebrations has been bought commercially parents are asked to provide it 

in original packaging so staff can check the list of ingredients. If it is homemade, parents should give a list of ingredients to the 

child’s class teacher. This helps staff manage a safe environment for all children. 
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Parents can join their child’s celebration as well, but the Kindergarten does not hold birthday parties as these are a private 

event. When it comes to invitations, to avoid causing offence parents should not distribute them at Kindergarten. The class list 

is the best source of contact details. 

GYM AND SWIMMING PROGRAMS
Children at Niall House attend a gym session once a week in the School gymnasium. This session is taught by a trained PE 

teacher in conjunction with the Kindergarten teachers and is integrated in the Kindergarten curriculum. It covers all aspects 

of children’s physical development including large muscle skills – for example running, skipping, hopping, jumping, rolling, and 

tumbling – as well as eye-hand coordination skills using ball, hoop, rope, and bean bag games. Elements of the Perceptual 

Motor Program are also incorporated. 

During Term 2, the gym is set up with balance beams, roman rings, parallel bars, and swinging ropes. Under the careful 

supervision of teachers and the gym instructor, the children explore this equipment and learn to use it safely. 

Swimming sessions are scheduled for Term 4. They are more about water safety and awareness than structured swimming 

lessons and cater to different levels of ability. 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Kindergarten staff hold First Aid certificates and are responsible for treating minor illness or injury. The School’s Registered 

Nurse, who is on duty during school hours, will attend a child who suffers a serious illness or injury. Staff may need to call 

parents to collect a sick child or if they are at all concerned about an injury.

As young children are particularly susceptible to coughs and colds, to help keep infection to a minimum, parents should keep 

an unwell child home until they are able to cope with the rigors of a full and energetic Kindergarten day. Children who have 

a runny nose and who are sneezing or coughing excessively should not be sent to Kindergarten as it is impossible for staff to 

isolate them. 

Similarly, if a child has been vomiting, in line with Department of Health guidelines, they should not attend Kindergarten until 

48 hours have passed since the last episode. Generally, a child should not return to Kindergarten after a long illness until they 

have been cleared by a doctor.

Medical conditions
Parents of a child with a serious medical condition should contact the School Health Centre on 9864 7608, so staff can make 

any necessary adjustments to the educational program, parents may also need to discuss aspects of their child’s health with 

their Kindergarten teacher and the Head of Junior School. 

If a child has been diagnosed with health problems (for example asthma, anaphylaxis, allergies or epilepsy), or if they need 

medication at any time while they attend Kindergarten, parents are asked to let staff know and to provide a health action plan. 

Children identified through the enrolment process as having certain medical conditions (asthma, anaphylaxis and epilepsy) 

cannot commence kindergarten until an action plan has been received by the school. 
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Medication 
The Kindergarten applies the following protocols with respect to children’s medications: 

• Staff will administer medication only with the written consent of the child’s parent or guardian on the appropriate 

Administration of Medication Form.

• Parents must give medication directly to the teacher and not leave it in the child’s Kindergarten bag.

• Another staff member will witness the administration of all medication.

• Staff maintain a record of all medication administered and inform parents if they note any unusual reaction.

• Staff will only administer prescription medication that displays the child’s name and is in its original container.

Head lice
From time to time head lice present a problem at every school. Parents can help the Kindergarten minimise the problem by: 

• regularly checking their child’s head

• notifying their child’s teacher as soon as they detect lice so all children can be checked

• treating their child and family and repeating treatment one week later

Kindergarten staff will contact parents to collect a child with live lice in their hair. The child should only return to Kindergarten 

once their hair has been appropriately treated, which may be as soon as the next day. 

Toileting
The Kindergarten requires that all children are fully day-time toilet trained and able to manage the bathroom independently. 

LINKS WITH THE SCHOOL 
Being part of the larger School family, the Kindergarten has access to many of its facilities. As well as the gym and swimming 

pool referred to earlier in this booklet, Kindergarten children make frequent trips to the oval to kick footballs, fly kites, and just 

run. They find the Montrose playground a challenging activity and an occasional lunch in the refectory a culinary adventure. 

Students from other parts of the School often visit the Kindergarten either to play with the children or as a form of work 

experience, and the children love to engage with the ‘big girls’. Counsellors and cross-age tutors are also a significant help. 

To help children make a smooth transition to Prep the following year, from Term 2 onwards children at Niall House make regular 

visits to Blairholme (for Prep to Year 2 students) and become familiar with the environment and the staff. A formal transition 

program starts in Term 4. Three year old children visit Niall House to help them become familiar with the larger playground and 

the Niall House staff. 

MEALTIMES  
Children who are in Kindergarten all day need to bring their own lunch and snack, as well as a water bottle. Lunch boxes should 

contain an ice pack to keep food fresh, especially in hot weather. Food that needs heating or refrigeration is not appropriate 

as staff cannot leave the children to collect food from the fridge or to heat it for individual children. However, parents can send 

something hot during the winter months in a wide-necked Thermos. Staff encourage children to drink water, so drink bottles 

need to be washed and filled each day. 
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Healthy eating is part of the Kindergarten’s educational program. Consistent with this, staff request parents provide healthy 

food that is high in fibre and low in sugar and fat. Staff try to ensure children eat their sandwiches and fruit before any snacks.

Lunch
A healthy, nutritious lunch that is suitable for a Kindergarten child should include:

• a sandwich containing some protein such as cheese, turkey, chicken, ham or tuna

• cheese or a small tub of yoghurt

• one reasonably nutritious ‘treat’ such as a homemade cake or biscuit 

Parents should not include chocolates, sweets, soft drinks, chips, muesli bars or fruit bars. In addition, the Kindergarten is ‘nut 

aware’ as a number of children have serious nut allergies, so peanut butter, nut spreads like Nutella and all nuts/nut products 

should not be sent to Kindergarten.

‘Nude food’
The School seeks to educate children about limiting packet foods for environmental reasons and encourages ‘nude food’ 

lunches. Kindergarten staff ask parents to support them in their quest to reduce, reuse, and recycle. To keep plastic wrap 

and other packaging to a minimum, parents are best using recyclable containers. Scraps that can be composted go in the 

Kindergarten’s compost bin and other rubbish, including plastic and foil, are sent home in the child’s lunchbox. 

BUSH KINDER
‘Children involved in unstructured play in nature are calmer and will engage in richer imaginative play, increased physical 

activity, more focused play and with positive social interactions.’ (Nedovic et al, 2013). 

Current research is overwhelming in the benefits of nature play for children. Nature play is not simply taking children outside 

to play. Rather the program is underpinned by theories and pedagogy that is intregral to the effectiveness of the program. 

Furthermore, our principles are underpinned by the Victorian National Curriculum Frameworks for the Early Years Education: 

‘children must be allowed time to explore and experience the natural environment.

Nature is a perfectly balanced play space for children, abundant in loose parts, where children gain a sense of purpose as they 

problem-solve, become independent and acquire leadership skills whilst having uninterrupted periods of time to pursue games 

of imagination and creativity. Children have real life opportunities to make dynamic risk assessment that develops grit and 

resilience along with determination and courage.

Bush Kinder occurs on a Friday at the Urban Forest which runs between Waverley Road and Dandenong Road, approached 

via Bruce Street. The children attend from 9.30am - 1.30pm and are dropped and collected from the nature play site. If parents 

have further enquires, please contact Fiona Ireland at irelandfi@lauriston.vic.edu.au. 



16 | LAURISTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN HANDBOOK

ORIENTATION 
During February, children starting Kindergarten participate in an orientation program in small groups so they feel comfortable 

and supported in the Kindergarten environment. This ‘staggered start’ allows the children to acclimatise in their own time, and 

it allows the educators to learn their needs.

On Orientation Day there is a 45-minute interview/orientation session for small groups of parents and children. Admission then 

takes place in stages and is different for each year level. For example, at Niall House:

• Stage 1: Half the group attends 8.45am-3.00pm 

• Stage 2: Other half of the group attends 8.45am-3.00pm 

• Stage 3: Full group attends 8.45am-3.00pm 

(Thursdays in February finish at 12.30pm.)  

There is a slightly different procedure for 3 year olds at the Lauriston VIllage – parents receive information on times and dates 

of the orientation process at the New Parents’ Information Evening in Term 4 of the preceding year. 

PARENT COMMUNICATIONS
Kindergarten staff have frequent contact with parents, updating them on current activities and discussing their child’s 

development. As covered under ‘Documentation’, they write a journal that is displayed for public reading and sent to parents 

each via Seesaw. 

Notices of coming events, dates to remember, and other information are sent via email/Seesaw app.

Online newsletter
The School news is published on Schoolbox and is delivered via email on Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each week during 

the term. The email contains a direct link to the appropriate article on the Schoolbox and includes notes from staff and the 

Lauriston Parents’ Association (LPA). The Schoolbox News is the official regular method of communication between the School 

and parents and is therefore essential reading.

If families need to update their email address they should email news@lauriston.vic.edu.au

Parent/teacher conferences
Kindergarten staff offer a formal interview with parents during Term 2. Parents can also request to meet with their child’s 

teacher at any point during the year, particularly if they have concerns that would be better addressed promptly. 

Lauriston Life
Lauriston Life is the School’s magazine, featuring articles from Kindergarten through to Senior School. It also features wrap ups 

of events, news from the Old Lauristonian’s Association and student achievements. It is distributed to all families in hard copy 

or via email as requested.
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Transition reports
As part of the State Government’s transition process, staff prepare a transition report for each child who will attend school the 

following year. They provide one copy to parents and another to the future school.

Yearbook
A copy of the School’s yearbook, The Lauristonian, is sent home at the end of the year. 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
Kindergarten staff are delighted when parents give of their time and expertise to enrich the program – for example, parents 

who play an instrument or who would like to help with singing, story-telling, dancing or cooking. They encourage parents to 

share their ideas, and to let the group teacher know ahead of time so an activity can be incorporated. 

Throughout the year staff also invite parents to functions and performances that are important to the children. Parents will get 

plenty of notice so they can plan their diaries. 

Any parent working with children, including attending an excursion, will need a Working With Children Check.

PARENT GROUPS
The School has an active parents’ association that meets monthly to discuss issues and events in education. The LPA welcomes 

all parents and encourages them to take part in their activities. Parents can find details of events and contact numbers on the 

School’s website under ‘Parent Central’.

Parents can also be involved in the Kindergarten as class representatives and are welcome to join any of the support groups 

(such as the Lauriston Arts Association) within the School. There are numerous opportunities including fathers’ evening, 

grandparents’ week, parent dinners, and coffee mornings. 

PHOTOGRAPHS
Professional photographers take individual and class photographs annually. 
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SECURITY 
The Kindergarten is surrounded by a security fence, the gate of which can only be accessed by a code that is revealed to 

parents at the beginning of the year and that should be disclosed only to relevant people. For obvious reasons, parents should 

not allow their child to enter the code. 

Staff will not open the gate to anyone they do not know.

The Kindergarten also has its own internal alarm system. This system is connected to a security firm and is activated by panic 

buttons, the whereabouts of which are known only by staff.

Emergency drill
At least once a term the Kindergarten undertakes emergency drill procedures. When the alarm sounds, Kindergarten staff and 

children evacuate immediately to the School oval and stay there until it is safe to return. This practice is necessary to ensure 

children are familiar with the action they need to take in the unlikely event of an emergency. 

SESSION TIMES 
3-year-old groups
Lauriston Village 
Koalas (Group A) 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.45am-3.00pm

Emus (Group B) 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8.45am-3.00pm 

Possums (Group C) 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 8.45am-3.00pm

3 year old kindergarten concludes at 2.00pm during February.

4-year-old groups
Niall House 
Dolphins, Kookaburras, Lyrebirds and Wombats
Monday-Thursday 8.45am-3.00pm

During February, Niall House will have a half-day session 

on Thursdays. 

The Kindergarten program officially begins at 8.45am and ends at 3.00pm, but the doors open from 2.45pm if parents wish to 

collect their child earlier to allow time to pick up older siblings. Staff will direct any child who has not been collected by 3.10pm 

to TeamKids. For this reason, it is best to enroll your child in TeamKids in the event of an emergency.

If a child is unsettled for any reason during orientation time, a teacher may call parents to collect them early.
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TOYS 

Sometimes bringing a toy to Kindergarten can help a child to make friends as showing it to others sparks lively discussion. But 

it can be difficult for staff to keep track of who owns what, and where it ends up. Little children are only just learning about 

‘what is mine and what is yours’, and the social rules around ‘borrowing’ other children’s things.

As a general rule, toys brought from home are not to be played with at Kindergarten as they tend to get broken or damaged, 

and sometimes they simply disappear. Books and games that can be shared with the group, however, are most appropriate. 

(They just need to be named clearly.)

If the toy is highly valued or fragile, it is best for a child to show it early in the morning and for parents to then take it home. 

Until that time the toy should be stored in the child’s locker or backpack or given to the teacher.

TERM DATES
Term 1
Thursday 26 January Australia Day (holiday)

Tuesday 31 January Year 7, Year 12 and new students 

commence

Wednesday 1 February Students in all other year levels 

commence

Interview day for K3 Emu/Koala 

groups - the Village

Interview day for K4 Niall House

Thursday 2 February Interview day K3 Possum group - 

the Village

Monday 13 March Labour Day (holiday)

Thursday 6 April Term 1 ends (holiday period 

includes Easter)

Term 2
Wednesday 26 April All students commence

Monday 12 June Queen’s Birthday (holiday)

Friday 23 June Term 2 ends

Term 3
Tuesday 18 July All students commence

Friday 15 September Term 3 ends

Term 4
Tuesday 3 October All students commence

Monday 6 November School closed

Tuesday 7 November Melbourne Cup day (holiday)

Wednesday 6 & 
Thursday 7 December

Term 4 ends for Kindergarten 

students 
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