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At Lauriston Girls’ School, we believe that the Year 10 course you complete 
should have both breadth and depth. It should provide you with the 
foundations required for success in Years 11 and 12, but also allow you to 
explore subjects that you may not have experienced before. 

 
IN YEAR 10 EVERY STUDENT MUST COMPLETE: 

 
• Five compulsory subjects - Mathematics, Science, English, Physical Education and Health & Wellbeing.  

Compulsory subjects are studied all year. 

• A total of four elective subjects in each Semester 
 

• At least one Semester of a Humanities subject. 
 

• At least one Semester of a Social Sciences subject. 
 

• Students are strongly advised to continue with their LOTE study in Year 10 as it greatly enhances 
their academic program and keeps options open to study either VCE or IB in Year 11 and 12. Students 

wishing to undertake the IB Diploma must continue with their LOTE. Students not wishing to continue 

with their language will be required to complete the appropriate form. 

 

A wide range of elective subjects are on offer at Lauriston across all curriculum domains and the information 

in this guide details the electives for 2023. The descriptions have been written by our teaching staff and are 

intended to provide you with guidance and assistance during the Subject Selection process. 

 
Throughout the subject selection process, you will receive guidance from the Curriculum Coordinator at 

Howqua and from the teaching staff at Howqua. I would encourage you to use these resources as these staff 

members can guide you based on what they know about you and their extensive experience. As always, 

please do not hesitate to have a chat with me should you have any queries or concerns. 

 

 

 

 

LINDY GRAHN 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING AND INNOVATION 

 
 
 
 



 
 

3 | LAURISTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR 10 CURRICULUM GUIDE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Subject Selection Planning 
A Year 10 Subject Selection Planning Table is on page 5 and is a useful template that helps 

plan your Year 10 program and identify reserve subjects. 

 
 

Looking Ahead 
SUGGESTED ELECTIVES FOR ACCELERATED STUDIES IN YEAR 11 
Although no elective subject is a prerequisite for VCE or IB, students considering completing a VCE Unit 3 

and 4 subject in Year 11 should consider the following recommendations: 
 

Unit 3 and 4 Subject in 2024 Year 10 Recommended Elective in 2023 
Physical Education Sports Science: The Human Body in Motion 

Business Management Business Studies 

Further Mathematics* Year 10 Mathematics (average of 70% required) 

Australian History Either History Elective 

Psychology Psychology: Human Behaviour 
 

*Further Mathematics Unit 3 and 4: This subject is able to be studied in Year 11, however, students are required to achieve an average of 70% across their Year 10 

examinations. Students undertaking Unit 3/4 Further Mathematics in Year 11 are required to be enrolled concurrently in Unit 1/2 Mathematical Methods. 

 
 

 
VCE - BACCALAUREATE 
Students who study a language and Mathematical Methods or Specialist Mathematics in their VCE program are 

eligible for a special VCE certificate called the VCE (Baccalaureate). The student’s VCE Statement of Results will 

include an additional statement that recognises the award of the VCE (Baccalaureate). 

 
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
 
Students considering studying the IB program in Year 11 and 12 must continue with their LOTE study in Year 10.  

Students will be permitted to study Spanish Ab Initio in their IB Diploma in place of their Year 10 LOTE. 
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Subject Overview 
 
 

Curriculum Domain Subject Compulsory Page 
 
 

English 

English 
 

 6 

English as an Additional Language (EAL)  12 

Literature: From Page to Screen  13 

English Skills Support  14 
 

Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Students are directed to an appropriate level of Mathematics 

 

  
7 

 
Sciences 

Science 
 

 8 

Psychology: Human Behaviour  15 

 
Humanities 

Geography  16 

History: Australia and the Modern World  17 

 
 

Social Sciences 

Business Studies  18 

Economics and Globalisation  19 

International Relations  20 

Law in Perspective  21 

 
 
 

The Arts 

Art: Art Making  22 

Drama: Black Box Productions   23 

Media: Constructing and Deconstructing Representations  24 

Music: History of Art Music  25 

VCD: Communication and Environmental Design  26 

 
 

Languages (LOTE) 

French  27 

Chinese SL  28 

Chinese SL Extension  29 

 
Health and 

Physical Education 

Physical Education 
 

 9 

Health and Wellbeing 
 

 10 

Sport Science: The Human Body in Motion  30 

 
Information and 

Communication Technology 

Aviation and Space Science: We Can Soar  31 

Systems Engineering: Systems to Society  32 

Audio Engineering and Music Production  33 

 
Additional Subjects 

Philosophy  34 

Entrepreneurship – The eSchool Shark Tank Program  35 
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YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION 
PLANNING TABLE 
Example: 

 
 

Subject Units (8 needed) 
LOTE 

 
Or other electives 

French Semester 1 1 unit 

French Semester 2 1 unit 

Humanities elective Geography 1 unit 

Social Sciences elective Business Studies 1 unit 

Elective Psychology: Human Behaviour 1 unit 

Elective Philosophy 1 unit 

Elective Media: Constructing and Deconstructing Representations 1 unit 

Elective Music: History of Art Music 1 unit 

Reserve elective #1 Aviation and Space Science: We Can Soar  

Reserve elective #2 International Relations  

 

 
Name: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject Units (8 needed) 

LOTE 
 
Or other electives 

 1 unit 
 1 unit 

Humanities elective  1 unit 

Social Sciences elective  1 unit 

Elective  1 unit 

Elective  1 unit 

Elective  1 unit 

Elective  1 unit 

Reserve elective #1   

Reserve elective #2   

Remember: you must include at least one Humanities elective and at least one Social Sciences elective. 
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Core Subjects 
 

ENGLISH 
This subject is compulsory and is studied over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The study of English is central to the learning and development 

of all students. The aim of the Year 10 English course is to ensure 

that students: 

• Learn to listen to, read, view, speak, write, and reflect on a 
variety of spoken, written and multimodal texts across a 
range of contexts and cultures with accuracy, fluency and 
purpose 

• Appreciate, enjoy and use the English language and 
develop a sense of its richness and power to evoke 
feelings, convey information, form ideas, facilitate 
interaction with others, entertain, persuade and argue 

• Understand how English works in its spoken and written 
forms and in combination with non-linguistic forms of 
communication to create meaning 

• Develop interest and skills of enquiry into the aesthetic 
aspects of texts and develop an informed appreciation of 
literature. 

• A wide range of texts are studied 

• Students are prepared for both the VCE and IB Diploma 

Skills to be developed 
• Communication of ideas – language skills (in oral and 

written forms including the use of a variety of digital 
environments to convey information and ideas) 

• Critical thinking skills - analysing and evaluating issues and 
ideas 

• Creative thinking skills – generating ideas and considering 
new perspectives 

• Collaborative skills – working effectively in small groups 

• Reflection skills 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks will include all or some of the following: 

• Analytical text response writing (short answer, passage 
analysis, and extended writing tasks) 

• Imaginative writing 

• Oral presentations 

• Using language to persuade – oral and written tasks 

• Comparative research essay 

• Semester examination 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
English is of assistance to all Senior School subjects but relates 

specifically to the following courses: 

• VCE Literature 

• VCE English 

• IB English A 
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MATHEMATICS 
This subject is compulsory and is studied over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
In Year 10 Mathematics the following major topics are studied: 

Geometry and Measurement, Algebraic Manipulation, Linear 

Functions, Quadratic Equations, Graphs and Transformations, 

Exponentials, Circular Functions and Probability. Assessment 

consists of assignments, inquiry, and problem- solving tasks and 

tests. 

Students are placed into Mathematics groups based on their Year 9 

results and recommendations from their Year 9 Mathematics 

teachers. Consideration is also given to performance on NAPLAN 

and on the results run by the Australian Mathematics Trust. 

The highest achieving students may be offered enrollment in VCE 

Mathematical Methods Units 1&2. Students who continue with the 

VCE will receive credit for this subject and may be offered the 

opportunity to undertake VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3&4 in 

Year 11. 

Students who are selected for this program are also able to easily 

transition to IB. 

Students who perform at a level in Year 9 which suggests that they 

benefit from doing a significant amount of extension work in Year 

10 will be offered a place in the 10A class. This class will study a 

common Year 10 program at a faster pace and be more exposed to 

applications. 

Many students will study the Year 10 Mathematics program and 

these classes are referred to as the Mainstream classes. 

Students who undertake either the 10A or 10 Mainstream 

programs will be able to access all VCE (Units 1&2) and IB 

Mathematics options in Year 11. However, students will need to 

be achieving at a high level to obtain the level of knowledge 

required to confidently attempt either the VCE Mathematical 

Methods and/or VCE Specialist Mathematics courses or the IB 

Higher level Analysis and Approaches Course. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another class offered in Year 10 Mathematics is the Year 10 

Consolidation course. Students will work at a slower pace and will 

focus on developing the basic mathematical skills required for the 

VCE General Mathematics/Further Mathematics course. An 

emphasis of this course is the use of technology to assist students 

with algebraic calculations they might otherwise find difficult. 

Students will only be placed in this class with parental approval. 

 
Skills to be developed 
Student will be encouraged in the following areas: 

 
• Geometry and Measurement 

• Algebraic Manipulation 

• Functions and equations 

• Graphs and Transformations 

• Circular functions 

• Probability 
 

Assessment 
Assessment is formative: 

 
• Extended problems 

• Investigations 

• Topic tests 

• Analysis tasks 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Specialist Mathematics Year 11 & 12) 

• VCE General Mathematics (Year 11 & 12) 

• VCE Mathematical Methods (Year 11 & 12) 

• IB Analysis & Approaches (SL and HL) 
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SCIENCE 
This course is compulsory and runs over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
This course has been designed to provide the students with the 

knowledge and skills they need to undertake further study in the 

Sciences. The disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics are 

considered through the study of Genetics and Evolution, Inorganic 

and Organic Chemistry, and Energy and Motion. Towards the end of 

Term 3, the students should be able to make an informed decision 

as to the Sciences they wish to continue with in Year 11. Those that 

choose to not continue with Science will have a sound 

understanding as to the role that Science plays in today’s world. 

Skills to be developed 
• Apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques 

that characterize science and technology. 

• Develop the ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize 
scientific information 

• Become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical 
implications of using science and technology 

• Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and 
limitations of science and technology. 

 

Assessment 
• Practical investigations 

• Research assignments 

• Experimental design tasks 

• Tests 

• Semester Examination 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE Physics 

• IB and VCE Chemistry 

• IB and VCE Biology 

• IB and VCE Psychology 

 
Future Pathways 
• Scientific Research 

• Engineering 

• Medical Careers 

• Astronomers 

• Pilot 

• Meteorologist 

• Surveyor 

• Sound Engineering Technician 

• Soil and Water Conservationist 

• Teacher 

• Veterinarian 

• Marine Biologist 

• Robotics 

• Psychologist 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The course is a core subject and is studied over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The Physical Education program requires students to apply and 

transfer movement concepts and strategies to new and 

challenging movement situations. Specialised movement skills 

are applied in a range of traditional sports and recreational 

activities to encourage a sense of fun, enjoyment, and 

continued participation in physical activity throughout life. 

Students consider their fitness profile, propose and evaluate 

interventions to improve their fitness and physical activity 

levels. 

 

Skills to be developed 
• The development of the individual; socially, 

emotionally, physically and mentally 

• Sport specific movement skills 

• Tactic and strategy development 

• Evaluation and planning 

• Teamwork and 
collaboration 

 
Assessment

 

Assessment is based on the performance achieved in the categories of: 

• Fitness 

• Invasion 

• Net/Wall 

• Striking 

Students are also assessed on their ability to reflect, analyse 

performance, and set goals to improve performance. 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Health & Human Development 

• IB and VCE Chemistry 
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HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
This course is compulsory and is studied over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The Health and Wellbeing course allows students to explore 

factors affecting their social and emotional health and develop 

strategies to better manage this complex facet of their overall 

health. Students are encouraged to look inwardly and explore 

their knowledge and values related to use of drugs, party safety, 

sexual and mental health. Students gain greater self-awareness 

and confidence in making conscious decisions about risk taking, 

minimising harm, affirming relationships and initiating 

appropriate change in their lives. 

Skills to be developed 
• Teamwork and collaboration 

• Media literacy 

• Research skills 

• Evaluation and analysis of source material 

• Planning and problem solving 

• Case study analysis 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks will include all or some of the following: 

• Research assignment 

• Case study analysis 

• Persuasive written task relating to current health issues 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Health and Human Development 

• VCE Physical Education 

Future Pathways 

• Health practitioner 

• Health promotion officer 

• Dietitian 
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Elective Subjects 
ENGLISH AS 
ADDITIONAL  LANGUAGE 
Focus of course 
In this elective course students develop language skills and 

confidence, assisting students to communicate effectively in a range 

of contexts, including academic and everyday, using a range of 

registers of spoken and written Standard Australian English. 

Furthermore, the course aims to deepen knowledge and 

understanding of texts and issues, improve grammatical awareness, 

and build confidence and expertise in all aspects of the English 

language. Students will develop knowledge and skills in speaking, 

listening, reading, viewing, writing and thinking, and progress from 

informal use of language to more formal, academic and technical 

language use. Within the course, extensive support is also provided 

to students for their literary studies of the mainstream English texts 

with a focus on language development, understanding context, 

themes and issues. The course aims to prepare 

students for both VCE EAL and Language A/B in the School’s IB 
program. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Development of the following skills will be fostered: 

• Communication of ideas – language skills (in oral and 
written forms including the development of essay writing, 
oral presentations and listening comprehension skills) 

• Critical thinking skills – analysing and evaluating issues 
(including inferring and deducing meaning from texts) 

• Collaborative skills – working effectively in groups 

• Reflection skills 

• Confidence in communicating in English in both spoken 
and written forms 

• Understanding of the ways in which language can be 
used to create meaning and express ideas 

• Listening comprehension skills 

• The use of academic English 

• Awareness of English syntax, punctuation and composition 

Texts studied 
• Various Australia short stories and film 

• A variety of media texts (including multi-modal texts) 

 
Assessment 
• Homework 

• Quizzes and short answer tests 

• Oral presentations and commentaries 

• Analytical writing tasks (short responses, extended 
paragraphs, essay plans and short analytical text responses) 

• Listening comprehension tests 

• Creative and imaginative writing activities 

• Semester examination 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE English as an Additional Language 

• English A SL 
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LITERATURE: FROM 
PAGE TO SCREEN 
Focus of course 
The Literature elective explores the way that Literature is 

presented in contemporary film. Students will develop an 

understanding of the way that meaning changes when the form 

of the text changes. They 

will explore the construction of texts in terms of characterisation, 

tone, style, structure and point of view. They will develop their film 

analysis skills and knowledge of film language. This course could be 

considered an extension course to mainstream English and there is 

an expectation that students enjoy engaging with more challenging 

literature. 

Students study the Literature elective in one semester in Year 10. 
 
 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

• Analyse the construction of texts in terms of 
characterisation, tone, style, structure and point of view 

• Identify typical features of a range of forms of text, and 
evaluate their significance in the making of meaning 

• Identify and analyse the similarities and differences between 
the original and the adapted or transformed text 

• Narrative film analysis 

 
Assessment 
• Written review 

• Comparative text response 

• Close analysis response 

• Semester examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Literature 

• VCE English 

• IB Literature A 
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ENGLISH SKILLS 
SUPPORT 
Focus of course 
This course aims to develop core skills in essay writing and the 

analysis of text, with the specific purpose of building confidence 

and capacity for students in their mainstream English class. The 

course parallels the mainstream English classroom program, with 

specific emphasis on improving students’ ability to read closely for 

meaning and on increasing students capacity to write in an assured 

and fluent manner, in both analytical and creative forms. The 

English Skills Development course aims to increase students’ 

capacity to undertake the core tasks in their mainstream class, by 

providing opportunity for close analysis of text and guided practice 

in various writing forms. 

 
Assessment 
Formative assessment tasks may include: 

• Passages of text analysis 

• Analytical text response essays 

• Extended paragraph responses 

• Imaginative writing tasks 
 

These formative assessment tasks will encourage students 

to approach the summative assessment tasks in the 

mainstream classroom with more confidence. 

 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE English 

• IB English A 

Skills to be developed 
Development of the following skills will be fostered: 

• Capacity to read text and infer meaning independently 

• Awareness of language in text and how it creates meaning 

• Critical thinking skills, generating ideas and considering 
new perspectives 

• Capacity to instigate independent thinking routines 
for undertaking tasks 

• Capacity to perceive key components of various text types and 
to replicate in their own writing. 

• Oral language skills 

• Research skills 
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PSYCHOLOGY: HUMAN 
BEHAVIOUR 
Focus of course 
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and human 

behaviour. Psychologists thoughtfully analyse and observe to 

learn more about the world in which we live and conduct wide-

ranging research to prove theories. The intention of this elective 

is to inspire interest with a focus on what psychologists do 

within various specialist areas including forensic, sport and 

positive psychology and develop the student’s skills in scientific 

and research methodology. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Apply psychological models, theories and concepts to 

describe, explain and analyse observations and ideas related 
to human thoughts, emotions and behaviour. 

• Familiarise students with the importance of research and 
ethics, providing them with skills to undertake their own 
scientific research. 

• Develop attitudes that include curiosity, open-
mindedness, integrity, attention to detail and respect for 
evidence-based conclusions. 

• Investigate the connection between the adolescent brain 
and behaviour. 

 
Areas of Study 

 
Introduction to Psychology - explores Psychology as a Science, 

highlighting scientific method and ethics 

Neuropsychology - Investigates the role of he brain , nervous system, 

memory and sleep 

Forensic Psychology - Focuses on when people are not telling the 

truth and criminal profiling 

Sports Psychology - How can sporting performance be improved 

(includes visualisation and stress reduction techniques 
 

Assessment 
Derived from a variety of formative tasks including: 

 
• Practical work 
• Excursions and/or fieldwork 
• Empirical research activities (ERA) 
• Written assignments 
• Tests 
• Semester examination 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Psychology 

• IB Psychology 
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GEOGRAPHY 
Focus of course 
The course addresses two main areas of study: Environmental 

Change and Management and the Geography of Human 

Wellbeing. It investigates inland water and its management. 

Students explore a number of international case studies and 

investigate the use and management of the Glen Iris Wetlands. 

Students also learn about the issues around the measuring of 

Human Wellbeing. They explore a number of populations from 

around the world and investigate why levels of Human 

Wellbeing differ and how they can be improved. 

 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following 
areas: 

 
• Research and data collection 

• Data analysis 

• Spatial analysis 

• Critical thinking 

• Communication 

• Planning and problem solving 

• Creative thinking 
 

Assessment 
• Investigative essay 

• Fieldwork report 

• Presentation 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Geography 

• IB and VCE Economics 

• IB and VCE History 

• VCE Global Politics 

 
Future Pathways 
• Environmental officer 

• National Parks ranger 

• Education 

• Tourism Officer 

• Architect 

• Land use planner 

• Politics 

• Resource manager 

• Climatology 

• Market research 

• Engineer 

• Surveying 

• Conservation 

• Agriculture 

• Sustainability 

• Logistics 
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HISTORY: AUSTRALIA 
AND THE MODERN 
WORLD 
Focus of course 
This course has a focus on Australia’s place in the world from 

1918 to the present. The impact of the first world war changed 

Australia socially, politically and economically and had further 

international ramifications during the 1920s and 1930s, with the 

rise of the fascist states. In WW2, Australia fought in Europe, 

Africa and Asia and Australia was forced to defend itself in the 

Asia Pacific region. This 

changed Australia culturally and impacted her international 
relations. 

 
Students will study a range of perspectives and consider the 

impact of global events on Australia through a number of case 

studies and themes, including political ideologies and the 

unravelling of the Grand Alliance leading to the Cold War. 

Students ill also hypothesise about and conduct research into 

freedom movements in Australia and the world, such as the 

development of rights and freedoms in 

relation to the United Nations, women, the Stolen Generation and 

race tensions in the USA. Students undertaking this elective will 

gain an understanding of the causes and consequences of 

twentieth century events that have impacted their lives today and 

be able to evaluate the extent to which continuity and change 

occurred. 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Hypothesising 

• Evaluation and analysis of source material 

• Note taking and summarising 

• Constructing a historical argument 

• Research skills 

 
Assessment 
• Source analysis 

• Extended response 

• Essay 

• Historical inquiry 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE History 

• VCE Global Politics 

• IB and VCE Literature 
 

Future Pathways 
• Diplomatic and Foreign Affairs 

• Education 

• International Economics / Law 

• Journalism 

• Medicine 

• Politics 

• Anthropology 

• Archaeology 

• Travel and Tourism 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
Focus of course 
This course is designed to give you an insight into the business 

environment in Australia, including how businesses are established 

and operate. Would you like to consider the possibility of one day 

starting your own business? Then this subject might be for you. What 

is a good business idea? How would you promote your business? 

How would you know if your business is successful? Can you advise a 

business how to overcome problems? 

You will have the opportunity to investigate, explore and discuss 

a range of business-related concepts and will gain insight 

through a range of case studies. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
 

• Primary research collection 
• Data analysis and interpretation 
• Report writing 

• Problem solving 
• Skills linked to working in a team 

 
Assessment 

 

• Research essay (interview with a business owner) 

• Business enterprise simulation (students create, market and 
sell their product in our lolly market challenge) 

• Semester examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 

 

• IB Economics 

• VCE Economics 

• VCE Accounting 
• VCE Business Management 

 
Future Pathways 

 

• Global Business, Accountancy and Finance 
• Education 
• Engineering 

• Project Management 

• Government 

• Hospitality and Travel and Tourism 

• Marketing 
• Retail industries such as fashion, interior design. 
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ECONOMICS AND 
GLOBALISATION 
At its simplest level, Economics is about choice and understanding 

why people make the choices they do. The choice structure 

revolves around six basic “steps”: 

Step 1: People choose - Every day we make choices about how to 

spend our time, our money, our lives.etc. 

Step 2: All choices involve costs - when we choose to have one 

thing, we must sacrifice something else (for example, when you 

choose to study Economics at home, you can’t spend the same 

time studying Science) 

Step 3: People respond to incentives in predictable ways - 

although we can’t make predictions about individuals, we can 

make predictions about populations. For example; If workers are 

more appreciated by their boss they will work harder and this will 

increase the strength of an economy. 

Step 4: Economic systems influence individual choices and 
incentives 
- the economic system that we choose for our country will help to 

determine the way in which we make our choices and whether the 

people of that country can improve their general well-being. Do 

we want a system where the government has more or less 

influence over the economy? 

Step 5: Voluntary trade creates wealth - people will only exchange 

goods and services (and money!) if they believe that they will be 

better off after the trade 

Step 6: The consequences of choices lie in the future - and 

sometimes, we are not good at predicting what all of the 

consequences will be such as ‘People will spend more money 

today on luxury goods if they are confident about their future’? 

When might this statement not be correct? 

 
Focus of course 
This interactive course focuses on how economies allocate resources 

locally, nationally and internationally in order to improve the quality 

of life. Students will investigate economic issues through research 

projects, excursions to a local food market, participate in a simulated 

competitive market activity and enquiry tasks. This elective helps 

students to develop an understanding of the world they live in from a 

different perspective. The subject focuses on the psychology of 

consumers, producers, and nations along with an introduction to the 

contemporary challenges such people losing their jobs and its impact 

on Australia’s living standard. 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Primary research collection 

• Case study analysis and reporting 

• Argumentative logic and evaluation 

• Skills linked to working in a team 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

 
• Lauriston market enterprise simulation 

• Queen Victoria Market research experience 

• Personal enquiry task 

• Semester examination 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE Economics 

• VCE Global Politics 

• IB and VCE History 

• VCE Business Management 

• VCE Legal Studies 

• VCE Accounting 

• IB and VCE Psychology 
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INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 
Focus of course 
This core unit offers students an interesting and thought-

provoking introduction to the study of the relationship between 

states, intergovernmental organisations, such as the United 

Nations as well as non-state actors and transnational corporations. 

The course explores the dynamic relationship between Australia 

and the superpower states of China and the United States. What 

does Australia have in common with these states and what 

differences exist that can make Australia’s relationship with them 

a foreign policy challenge? 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Primary research collection linked to an excursion to 

Melbourne’s Chinese History Museum and the Australia / 
China relationship 

• Inquiry based thinking 

• Reading to understand source documents 

• Essay writing 

• Argumentative logic and evaluation 

• Media literacy 

 
Assessment 
• Short answer class test 

• Global Actor report 

• Australia / China / USA research essay 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE Economics 

• VCE Global Politics 

• VCE Literature 

• IB and VCE History 

• VCE Media Studies 
 

Future Pathways 
• Global Business and Finance 

• Diplomatic and Foreign Affairs 

• Ecology 

• Education 

• Environmental Economics 

• International Economics 

• International Law 

• Journalism 

• Politics 

• Travel and Tourism 
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LAW IN PERSPECTIVE 
Focus of course 
It is essential that laws in any society are effective, that is, that they 

protect people and property in a fair way. There are some general 

characteristics of an effective law such as that the punishment for 

breaking of a particular law must be consistent and considered 

‘fair’ and reasonable. In the Western world there are essentially two 

types of law: common law (law made by Judges in courts), and 

statute law (law made by Parliaments). 

Law-making in Australia, including the various law-making bodies; 

Criminal law; Civil law; and a special focus on a particular area of 

law,e.g. consumers and the law, young people and the law etc. 

Students will study these areas of law and examine recent criminal 

and civil cases that have caused controversy in recent years. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Primary research collection linked to an excursion to the 

Melbourne Magistrates Court 

• Inquiry based thinking 

• Team building 

• Reading to understand source documents 

• Argumentative logic and evaluation. 

• Media literacy 

 
Assessment 
• Knowledge of content - topic tests 

• Interpretation and analysis - completion of written work, 
media folio, worksheets and other exercises completed in 
class 

• Communication (oral and written) - including oral 
presentations, PowerPoint presentations and participation in 
class discussions. 

• Semester examination 
 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB or VCE English 

• IB or VCE Economics 

• VCE Business Management 

• VCE Media  

• VCE Global Politics 
 

Future Pathways 
• Law (Solicitor/Barrister) 

• Court Administration 

• Education 

• Foreign Affairs and Trade 

• Industrial Relations 

• Politics 

• Psychology 

• International Law 

• Economics 
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ART: ART MAKING 
Focus of course 
Art Making provides students with opportunities to recognise their 

individual potential as artists, encourages self-expression and 

creativity, and can build confidence and a sense of individual 

identity. The course allows students to explore and experiment in 

creating, developing and engaging with the visual arts and helps 

build a strong skill set. Learning through, about and in the visual arts, 

develops students’ critical thinking skills and their ability to interpret 

the worlds they live in. Students are encouraged to work both 

independently and collaboratively, as learning from each other can 

develop innovative and exciting ideas. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Art Making introduces students to various art forms such as oil 

painting, drawing, sculpture and photography. Students use inquiry 

learning to explore, develop and refine the use of materials, 

techniques and processes and to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the ways artworks are made. They learn how art 

elements and art principles are used to create aesthetic qualities in 

artworks and how ideas are communicated through the use of visual 

language. Their knowledge and skills evolve through the experience 

of making their own artworks and through the viewing and analysis 

of artworks by other artists as sources of inspiration. Students are 

also introduced to a discursive collaborative environment in the 

form of critique where they are encouraged to engage, explore, 

express, present and evaluate artworks and to understand, reflect on 

and improve awareness of the characteristics of art making. 

 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Identifying and researching sources of inspiration 

• Generating and communicating themes, ideas and subject 
matter through the use of visual language 

• Exploring art elements and art principles to create 
aesthetic qualities 

• Exploring materials, techniques and processes relevant to the 
art form(s) 

• Annotation and documentation of a Visual Arts Journal 

• Analysing and interpreting the meaning and context of 
historical and contemporary artworks. 

• Critique their own artworks 

 
Assessment 

• Visual Arts Journal 

• Finished artworks 

• Written analysis 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting 

• IB Visual Arts 
 

Future Pathways 
• Artist 

• Digital/multi-media 

• Game designer 

• Illustrator 

• Fashion / Textiles 

• Architect 

• Interior Designer 

• Curator 

• Photographer 
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DRAMA: BLACK 
BOX 
PRODUCTIONS 
Focus of course 
In Year 10 Drama, students participate in a unit that allows 

them to put on a play as a class. They begin with the reading 

of the play and dramaturgical research. Following this they will 

direct and design the work as a team. Workshops will take 

place to learn in greater depth about the Production Roles of 

lighting, sound, set, prop, costume and make-up design. 

Students will apply these skills to in performance. Group 

devised work is also created. 

The class will also visit the theatre to see a live professional 

performance. This experience will inspire them as creators, 

directors, designers and performers. 

Students will also have the opportunity to be part of Laurie 

Drivers to work on school plays and productions throughout 

the year. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Direction techniques 

• Acting skills 

• Application of Production Roles 

• Understanding and applying theatrical style 

• Designing and creating sets and props 

• Developing skills in using lighting and sound system 

• Creating and making Makeup and Costume Design 

• Communication with a variety of people in different 
situations and settings 

 
Assessment 
Assessment is formative: 

 
• Written analysis/reflections 

• World Theatre research task 

• Ensemble task - scripted and self devised 

• Semester examination 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Theatre Studies 

• IB Theatre 

• IB and VCE History 

• VCE Media 

• VCE Visual Communication Design 

• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting 

• VCE Literature 

Future Pathways 
• Public Relations 

• Events Management 

• Design 

• Stage Manager 

• Film & TV 

• Acting 

• Costume Designer 

• Musical Theatre 

• Makeup Artist 

• Lighting & Sound Engineer 

• Performing Arts Teacher 

• Journalism 

• Law 

• Politics 
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MEDIA: 
CONSTRUCTING AND 
DECONSTRUCTING 
REPRESENTATIONS 
Focus of course 
The Media elective at Year 10 could be regarded as an introduction 

to VCE Media, and is designed to provide students with an 

understanding of media’s key concepts as well as experience studio 

work. Media is essentially the study of communications, and 

through observation 

and analysis of a variety of media forms and products, such as 

films, television, advertising products and online media content, 

students will discover how these texts are constructed for a specific 

purpose and with an audience in mind. To further students’ 

understanding of the media, they will also create their own media 

products, and this could include, short films, movie posters and 

animations. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following 
areas: 

• Narrative Film Analysis 
• Scriptwriting and Storyboarding 
• Research and creative thinking techniques 
• Music and sound design 
• Live action film making 
• Media Production Process – development, pre-

production, production and post-production 

 
Assessment 
• Written analyses 
• Media process - development, pre-production, production 

and post-production 
• Semester examination 

 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Media 

 

Future Pathways 
• Film and Television Production 
• Journalism 
• Communications 
• Creative writing 
• Marketing 
• Advertising 
• Public Relations 
• Design 
• Social media content creator 
• Photographer 
• Multimedia 
• and many more! 
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MUSIC: HISTORY OF 
ART MUSIC 

Focus of course 
Throughout history, the profound influence of Art Music has 

shaped the cultural understanding and framework of each 

historical period, with some works dating back to the Baroque 

period recognisable even today. This genre’s continual evolution 

has adapted to and reflected the changes visible in humankind, 

technology and society over time. From the perspective of 

composer, performer and listener, students will explore the Art 

Music genre, including its societal and historical contexts. Students 

will consider the ways in which a significant composition has the 

capacity to shape our cultural understanding and will uncover 

significant female composers, examining their impact in advancing 

the catalogue of repertoire. They will engage in a range of 

increasingly sophisticated musical experiences, including 

composition, performance and analysis of major works, enriching 

their understanding of the musical elements. 

The study of music offers students the opportunity to develop 

creative skills whilst refining their capacity for evaluation and 

critical reflection. The inclusion of solo and ensemble performance 

will develop strengths in persistence, resilience and collaboration. 

It is now broadly accepted that the playing of music has a long-

lasting and positive effect on cognitive development and 

wellbeing. 

 
Skills to be developed 
• Theoretical analysis of musical works from notated scores 

• Aural analysis of musical works 

• Contextual historical, musicological and societal analysis of 
historical periods, composers and specific musical works 

• Exploration, improvisation and construction of musical compositions 

• Engagement in music making as a soloist and ensemble member 

• Investigation and application of compositional devices 
including harmony and counterpoint. 

• Musicianship through aural and theory training 
 
 

Assessment 
• Performance – solo or group with accompany journal 
• Composition piece in the style of a chosen Art Music genre 
• Research and analysis task 
• Semester examination 

 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE and IB Music 
• VCE and IB Visual art 
• VCE and IB History 

 

Future Pathways 
• Musician 

• Musicologist 

• Composer 

• Journalist 

• Historian 

• Educator 

• Arts Management 

• Music Arranger / transcriber 
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VCD: COMMUNICATION  
AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN 

Focus of course 
Visual Communication design is an exploration and study of the 

skills, techniques and processes associated with environmental and 

communication design. Students undertaking this area of study 

will build vocabulary and language in analysing, annotating and 

evaluating examples of design presented in those disciplines. 

Drawing forms the basis of all visual communication production and 

this skill will be taught throughout each task. The design process 

provides the structure in which creative and conceptual responses 

are researched, generated, developed, refined and presented. Along 

with design thinking techniques, these essential tools are increasingly 

embedded into students’ practice as they gain confidence in the use 

and application of methods, materials and media used to develop 

design solutions in manual and digital forms. Drawing conventions, 

design elements and design principles, and the use of the Adobe 

Creative Suite are taught and developed throughout the Year 10 

program. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Drawing from direct observation 

• Architectural drawing techniques and conventions 

• Branding and identity design 

• Exploration of materials, methods and media 

• Design elements and design principles application 
and analysis 

• Documentation of the design process 

• Exploration of Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop, 
Illustrator and Indesign) 

• Design thinking techniques 

Assessment 

• Visual Arts Journal 
• Finished artworks 
• Written analysis 
• Semester examination 

 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Visual Communications and Design 

• VCE Art Making and Exhibiting 
• IB Visual Arts 

 

Future Pathways 
• Artist 
• Digital/multi-media 
• Game designer 
• Illustrator 
• Fashion / Textiles 
• Architect 
• Interior Designer 
• Curator 
• Photographer 
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FRENCH 
Course will be over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The structure of the French program in Year 10 focuses on 

consolidating previous knowledge acquired by revisiting topics 

and themes studied in more detail, as well as introducing new ones 

which can include: Paris landmarks and culture, relationships, the 

past, 

the environment and education and career choices. Within these 

themes, new grammatical structures are introduced. The course 

also incorporates a strong focus on the cultures linked to the 

language and their significance in establishing meaning within 

the five skills: reading, speaking, listening, viewing and writing. 

Students also explore French culture through film and music. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Language acquisition and proficiency (receptive and 

productive) 

• Language analysis through meaning 

• Interpretation 

• Interaction and collaborative skills 

• Cultural awareness and intercultural understanding 

• Communication in a range of situations 

• Searching for and collecting information 

• Argumentation and Reporting 

• Translation 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

 
• Grammar and Vocabulary quizzes/tests 

• Reading, listening and viewing comprehension 

• Semester examination 

• Writing tasks 

• Oral tasks 

• Individual or group projects 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB French B 

• VCE French 

• Further language studies 

• IB and VCE History 

• IB and VCE Economics 

• IB and VCE Arts subjects 
 

Future Pathways 
• Diplomatic and Foreign Affairs 

• Education 

• Translation 

• Interpreting 

• Linguistics 

• Politics 

• Travel and Tourism 

• International Law 

• Journalism 
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CHINESE SECOND 
LANGUAGE 
Course will be over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The structure of the Chinese program in Year 10 focuses on 

consolidating previous knowledge acquired by revisiting topics 

and themes studied in more detail, which can include: 

appearance, occupations, daily routine, school life, food and 

festivals, and social relationships. Within these themes, new 

grammatical structures are introduced. The course also 

incorporates a strong focus on the culture linked to the 

language and their significance in establishing meaning within 

the five skills: reading, speaking, listening, viewing and writing. 

Students explore Chinese culture in art, philosophy of the 

Chinese family, traditions and customs. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Language acquisition and proficiency (receptive and 

productive) 

• Language analysis through meaning 

• Interpretation 

• Interaction and collaborative skills 

• Cultural awareness and intercultural understanding 

• Communication in a range of situations 

• Searching for and collecting information 

• Argumentation and Reporting 

• Translation 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

 
• Grammar and Vocabulary quizzes/tests 

• Reading, listening and viewing comprehension 

• Writing tasks 

• Oral tasks 

• Individual or group projects 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB Chinese A 

• IB Chinese B 

• VCE Chinese 

• Further language studies 

• IB and VCE History 

• IB and VCE Economics 

• IB and VCE Arts 
 

Future Pathways 
 

• Diplomatic and Foreign Affairs 
• Education 

• Translation 

• Interpreting 

• Linguistics 

• Travel and Tourism 

• International Law 

• Journalism 
• Politics 
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CHINESE SECOND 
LANGUAGE EXTENSION 
Course will be over two semesters. 

Focus of course 
The Chinese Extension course is for those students who may have 

a Chinese background, may speak Chinese at home, and may 

attend Chinese Weekend School. It is not a First Language course, 

and is not intended for Chinese native speakers.  

The structure of the Extension Chinese program in Year 10 

focuses on consolidating previous knowledge acquired by 

revisiting topics and themes studied in more detail, which can 

include: extended family, friends and relationship, travel, 

shopping, volunteer, food and festivals, social relationships etc. 

Within these themes, new grammatical structures are introduced. 

The course also incorporates a strong focus on the culture linked 

to the language and their significance in establishing meaning 

within the five skills: reading, speaking, listening, viewing and 

writing. Students explore Chinese culture in poetry, art, 

philosophy of the Chinese family, traditions and customs. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Language acquisition and proficiency (receptive and productive) 

• Language analysis through meaning 

• Interpretation 

• Interaction and collaborative skills 

• Cultural awareness and intercultural understanding 

• Communication in a range of situations 

• Searching for and collecting information 

• Argumentation and Reporting 

• Translation 

 
Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

 
• Grammar and Vocabulary quizzes/tests 
• Reading and listening comprehension 
• Writing tasks 
• Oral tasks 
• Individual or group projects 

Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB Chinese B HL 
• VCE Chinese (subject to VCAA requirements) 
• Further language studies 
• IB and VCE History 
• IB and VCE Economics 
• IB and VCE Arts 

 

Future Pathways 
• Diplomatic and Foreign Affairs 
• Education 
• Translation 
• Interpreting 
• Linguistics 
• Travel and Tourism 
• International Law 
• Journalism 
• Politics 
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SPORT SCIENCE: THE 
HUMAN BODY IN 
MOTION 
Focus of course 
This course provides students with a theoretical and practical 

insight into how the musculoskeletal, cardiorespiratory and 

energy systems work together to produce movement and improve 

performance. 

Students are introduced to the aerobic and anaerobic pathways 

utilised in exercise to provide the muscles with the energy and 

explore a variety of training methods and examine how these can 

be implemented to improve performance. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
Students will be encouraged to develop skills in the following areas: 

 
• Primary and secondary data collection, analysis and 

interpretation 

• Hypothesising 

• Report writing 

• Teamwork and collaboration 
 
 

Assessment 
• Topic quizzes 

• Laboratory reports 

• Semester examination 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Physical Education 

• VCE Biology 

• VCE Health & Human Development 

• IB Biology 
 
 

Future Pathways 
• Exercise Physiologist 

• Sports Medicine 

• Physiotherapist 

• Education 

• Sports Coaching 

• Sports Journalism 
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AVIATION AND SPACE 
SCIENCE: WE CAN 
SOAR 

Focus of course 
At some point in our lives, almost everybody has been 

fascinated by the magic of flight, but what creates that magic is 

STEM. In this unit students will learn the basics of 

aerodynamics, from the Wright 

Brothers to Artemis, and beyond. They will learn about flight 

planning and weather systems. As well as the human factors that 

affect both low altitude flights, to cruising at 42 thousand feet, to 

how to survive in outer space. Aviation & Aerospace present an 

exciting real-life application of the STEM subjects, from pre-flight 

checks, to exploring the reaches of outer space. 
 

• Aerodynamics 
• Physics 
• Meteorology 
• Navigation and flight planning 

• History of Flight and Space Travel 

• Astrophysics 
• Human Factors and survival in space 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Understand how heavy objects can fly and analyse the 

forces, motion, and energy transformations involved. 

• Critical thinking applied to the engineering process, 
and development of practical skills 

• Build and test a balsa wood aeroplane. 

• Mathematical analysis of data. 

• Apply theoretical knowledge to practical assessments. 

• Ask globally significant questions, such as how can aircraft 
be made more efficient. 

• Develop a critical awareness of the need for and value of 
effective collaboration and communication 

 
Assessment 
• Design, build and test a model aircraft 

• Create a flight plan and mathematically 
analyse the parameters and requirements 

• Visual, verbal and written communication 

• Semester examination 
 
 

Complementary Subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE Physics 

• IB and VCE Mathematics 

• IB and VCE Geography 
 
 

Future Pathways 
Can be applicable across a wide range of careers 

including, but not limited to, Science, Engineering, 

Mathematics, Design and Technology 
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SYSTEMS ENGINEERING: 
SYSTEMS TO SOCIETY 
Focus of course 
When Physics meets VisCom. The Systems Engineering course is 

designed to spark your imagination and provide the skills to 

create innovative systems with an application to real-world 

problem solving. Encompassing a project management approach, 

both mechanical and electronic systems are combined. With 

students encouraged to 

integrate, and manage multiple engineering elements into their 

design project, learn through trial and error, and understanding the 

need for design trade-offs to realise an end product. 

The stages of the engineering process for creating a system are: 

• Identify and document problem/need/opportunity/situation 

• Research feasibility and alternatives 

• Design and model the system 

• Plan, fabricate, integrate and produce system 

• Test and diagnose/analyse performance 

• Re-evaluate, modify and document 

• Evaluate and report on the system produced and processes 
used 

 
Skills to be developed 
• Understanding the Physics principals and equations 

behind mechanical systems and simple machines. 

• Electronics, component selection, soldering skills and 
circuit construction. 

• Detailed understanding of the design process, with 
application to both mechanical and electrical systems. 

• Appreciate the value of trial and error, and the need for 
rapid prototyping. 

• Communication skills through the development of an e-
portfolio. 

• Consideration of the impacts the engineering process has 
on people, society and the environment. 

• Develop critical awareness of the need for, and value of 
effective collaboration and communication. 

 
Assessment 
• Design, build and test a hydraulic device 

• Use a circuit diagram to produce a functionally 
electronic circuit (soldering) 

• Produce a process journal to document a design challenge 

• Semester examination 
 

Complementary Subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• IB and VCE Physics 

• IB Visual Art 

• VCE Visual Communications and Design 

• IB and VCE Mathematics 
 
 

Future Pathways 
The study can be applied to a diverse range of engineering 

fields, such as manufacturing, automation, robotics, 

mechatronics, and more. It is also complementary to other 

science and mathematical disciplines. 
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AUDIO ENGINEERING 
AND MUSIC 
PRODUCTION 
Focus of course 
This elective is for students who are interested in blending 

technology and creativity. Using the professional recording 

software, Ableton Live 11, students will explore the technical, 

creative, and mechanical 

aspects of sound: recording, manipulation, composition, and mixing. 

The students focus on improving their workflow in this program 

through a variety of assessment tasks including creating backing 

tracks, original compositions, and a remix of popular music. Students 

learn key skills in audio engineering, sound production and sound 

design to help bring their compositional ideas to fruition. Audio 

engineering is a broad and dynamic industry that includes a variety 

of career paths. This elective provides students with tools that are 

transferrable across many subject disciplines, enhancing and 

expanding their toolbox for presenting and communicating their 

ideas. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
• Research and creative thinking techniques 

• Technical expertise in sound engineering and equalization 

• Music and sound design 

• Recording studio processes - development, pre-
production, production and post-production 

• Knowledge of recording software and hardware 

• Individual and collaborative performance skills 

• Experience with sound editing and mixing consoles 

 
Assessment 
• Backing Tracks – Ableton 101 
• Recording and Compositional processes 
• Remixing 

• Semester Examination 

 
Complementary Subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Music 
• IB Music 
• VCE Media 

 

Future Pathways 
• Audio Post Engineer for Film, Radio and Television production 

• Musical Theatre 

• Recording Studio Engineer or Assistant Engineer 

• Game and Audio Design Engineer 

• Producing 

• Live Sound Engineer for Sporting and Corporate Events 

• Advertising 

• Marketing 

• Social Media content creator 

• Podcasts 

• Radio 
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PHILOSOPHY 
Focus of course 
Philosophy contains a broad introduction to western and eastern 

philosophy and its methods of inquiry. It explores themes and 

debates techniques of reasoning and argument drawn from formal 

and informal logic. It investigates human nature through questions 

about the relationship between body and mind, and personal 

identity, leading to an examination of the good life. 

Philosophy is the founding discipline of ethics and logic and 

continues to develop and refine the tools of critical reasoning and 

influencing approaches in the social sciences, the natural sciences, 

the arts, mathematics, religion and the humanities. Philosophers are 

concerned with thinking rigorously and rationally about ideas, and 

exploring their meaning and implications. 

 
 

Skills to be developed 
This elective enables students to: 

• Outline an understanding of the nature of philosophy and 
its methods 

• Explain the significant philosophical ideas, viewpoints 
and arguments in their historical contexts 

• explore ideas, responding to central philosophical 
questions, viewpoints and arguments with clarity, 
precision and logic 

• Analyse relationships between responses to 
philosophical questions and contemporary issues 

• Develop open-mindedness, reflecting critically on their 
thinking and that of others, and exploring alternative 
approaches to philosophical questions 

 
Assessment 
Students conduct a presentation of two philosophers, researching 

on their lives, ideas and famous quotes. They also conduct a 

comparison of the two philosophers’ ideas and a critique on the 

relevance and appropriateness of their ideas 

 
 

Complimentary subjects 
• Theory of knowledge (Core subject in the 

International Baccalaureate Diploma) 

• All subjects in the VCE certificate and IB Diploma that 
require higher order critical and analytical thinking skills, 
especially in areas such as logic and ethical considerations. 

 
 

Future Pathways 
The ability to think philosophically is highly regarded in careers that 

involve conceptual analysis, strategic thinking, insightful 

questioning and carefully reasoned arguments. 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP - 
THE ESCHOOL 
SHARK TANK PROGRAM 
Focus of course 
Shark Tank eSchool (STeS) is an educational program designed to 

immerse young people in the development of an entrepreneurial 

mindset and innovative thinking. This program is designed by and 

run in partnership with the University of Adelaide and MIE Lab. 

Innovation and entrepreneurship are increasingly considered key 

drivers to solve real-world problems. 

The knowledge, skill, and application activities within the Shark 

Tank eSchool program incorporates core concepts of creativity, 

innovation, critical thinking, teamwork, and communication. The 

program is action-learning, project-based. Students form teams, 

then following a lean start up methodology, they identify or 

generate a business idea. These ideas typically respond to existing 

problems (or anticipated future challenges), and students are 

given the opportunity to develop a solution (in the form of a 

product, service, or user experience), which 

addresses the identified problem or need. This opportunity is 

presented via a pitch at the end of the program at an event called 

the Venture Showcase. Successful teams may be presented with the 

opportunity 

to participate in the State and National Final Venture Showcases. 

On successful completion of the program students will gain 3 

University credits (University of Adelaide) in addition to a Lauriston 

Girls’ School Entrepreneurship micro-credential. 

 
Skills to be developed 
• Entrepreneurial and Enterprise skills 

• Creativity, Communication, Collaboration, Critical 
Thinking & Interpersonal skills 

• Prototype Development 

• Design Thinking 

• Data Analysis skills 

 
Assessment 
• Individual assessments –ideation canvas, value proposition 

canvas, business model canvas 

• Team assessments – marketing 

• Final Pitch 

 
Complementary subjects in Years 11 and 12 
• VCE Business Management 

 

Future Pathways  
• Entrepreneur 

• Founder 

• Marketing 

• Project Management 
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