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As a dual pathway school, Lauriston is proud of the significant choices that it 
provides to you as you make some important decisions about the course you will 
complete in your final years in the Senior College. 

 
The first choice that you will need to consider is whether you would like to complete the Victorian Certificate of 

Education (VCE) or the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). 

 
These are both excellent programs and each course will provide you with an interesting and challenging selection of 

subjects for you to study in Year 11 and Year 12. 

 
Both courses will enable you to obtain your Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) which allows entry into both 

Australian and International Universities. We encourage you to think beyond the ATAR and to ensure that you select a 

course that captures your interest and allows you to study the subjects that will challenge you and position you well for 

future study and employment. 

 
Many reports over the past five years have highlighted how the world of work will be very different for you than it has been 
for previous generations; in particular, the changing focus from employers privileging scores over skills and dispositions. 

In the final two years of study here at Lauriston we encourage you to remember the value of developing resilience and 

persistence; mastering the skill of learning how to learn; being adaptable; and thinking deeply and creatively. These skills 

will ensure that no matter what career or future study path you choose, you will be able to experience success. 

 
During the subject selection process, you will receive guidance from the VCE and IB Coordinators, the Student Futures 

and Pathways Coordinator, your teachers, and myself. I would encourage you to use these resources and spend time 

thinking carefully about your choice of study for Years 11 and 12. 

 
The initial expression of interest in subjects will be used to create the subject blocking and the timetable structure. 

Whilst we endeavor to give everyone their initial preference, it may be necessary for students to select an alternative 

subject due to timetabling constraints. 

 
As always, we are here to support and guide you on your journey through the Senior College and are looking 

forward to watching you flourish during your final years at Lauriston. 

 

 
 

LINDY GRAHN 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING AND INNOVATION 

 



        
 

   4 | LAURISTON GIRLS’ SCHOOL YEAR 11 & 12 CURRICULUM GUIDE  

 

 
 
 

VCE or IB?  
  Choosing The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or international Baccalaureate Program (IBDP) will 

enable students to choose the learning path that will focus them on their strengths. Either program 
will provide students University entry in Australia or overseas.  
 
VCE – a vibrant and diverse program 
The VCE is the certificate that the majority of students in Victoria receive on satisfactory completion of their 
secondary education. The VCE provides diverse pathways to further study or training at university or TAFE and to 
employment. It is a two-year program offering semester length units across Year 11 and 12. Students select from 
a broad range of subjects across a spectrum of disciplines.  
 
VCE studies are made up of Units 1, 2, 3 or 4. Each unit is a semester in length. Students may choose to study 
Unit 1 or Unit 2 of a subject as stand-alone units, however Units 3 and 4 must be studied as a sequence. Most 
students will undertake 22 units over the two-year VCE period; 12 units at Year 11, and 10 units at Year 12.  To 
achieve the certificate, student needs to satisfactorily complete 16 units, with at least three units from the 
English group: English, English (EAL) or Literature, and at least three other Unit 3 and 4 sequences. At least one of 
the English units must be a Unit 3 and 4. 

The VCE enables students to experience a diverse range of subjects which expands their knowledge base and 
provides them with the opportunity to discover and pursue areas which inspire and interest them. It also enables 
deep specialisation in specific areas to demonstrate a breadth and depth of knowledge and skills. 

IBDP – holistic and globally minded-qualification 
To complete the IB Diploma qualification, students are required to choose courses from six separate subject 
groups to complete the qualification. In addition, all IBDP students are required to undertake three core studies. 
It is through the core subjects of Theory of Knowledge which is a course in critical thinking and the Extended 
Essay which enables students to engage in independent research that they develop the skills needed for 
University. They help students to work well together as a cohort, to be organised and to explore and analyse 
topics more deeply. The third core subject involves students in a range of activities outside the classroom 
including involvement in the arts, physical activity and community service. 

The IB Diploma Program ultimately aspires to help develop well-rounded students who respond to challenges 
with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own identities, make ethical decisions, and are prepared 
to apply what they learn in complex, real-world, situations. Through its focus on interconnectedness, culture and 
language, the IBDP also fosters in students a deep sense of international mindedness. 
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IB Subjects   
 

IB Group Year 11 Year 12 

Group One  
Studies in Language and Literature 

English A 
Students choose HL or SL in  
Year 11, Semester 2 
 

English A HL 
English A SL 
 

Group Two 
Language Acquisition 
 

French B 
Chinese B 
Spanish Ab Initio 
 

French B 
Chinese B 
Spanish Ab Initio 
 

Group Three 
Individuals and Societies 

Psychology  
Economics 
History 
 

Psychology 
Economics 
History 
 

Group Four 
Sciences 

Physics 
Chemistry 
Biology 
 

Physics 
Chemistry 
Biology 
 

Group Five 
Mathematics 

Mathematics AA HL 
Mathematics AA SL 
Students choose HL or SL at the  
beginning of Year 11 
 

Mathematics AA HL 
Mathematics AA SL 
 
 
 

Group Six 
The Arts 

Visual Arts 
Theatre Studies (minimum 5 students) 
Music (minimum 5 students) 
Other selection from Group Three  
or Group Four 
 

Visual Arts 
Theatre  
Other selection from Group Three  
or Group Four 
 

 
Theory of Knowledge 
Extended Essay 
CAS 

 
 
  
  

The International Baccalaureate enabled me to do my first proper bit of research and write up through the extended 
essay component, a skill that proved invaluable when I went on to study at University. The amount of support I received 
with preparing for the final exams allowed me to create a methodical routine around doing practice exams, getting 
valuable and timely feedback from my teachers, and knowing exactly where to focus on in my study time. What got me 
through a challenging course was that there was so much camaraderie between my peers, and so much nurturing from 
our teachers that it felt like we were all in it together - and by the end of it all, it felt like a collective win that we all 
celebrated together. That kind of relationship building and bonding, and complete immersion and engagement in life 
are values that I bring forward in the work that I now do, in both the communities that I am part of and the ones that I 
have created with my clients.  Feng-Yuan Liu (2004) 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA 
PROGRAMME (IB) 
 

The IB Diploma Programme is a two-year, internationally recognised pre-university course. Rather than being based 

on the curriculum of a single country, the IB is a deliberate compromise between the specialisation required in some 

education systems and the breadth preferred in others. The IB Diploma Programme came into existence in the late 

1960s and today more than 3421 schools in more than 157 countries offer the programme. 

The International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) is a chartered foundation under the Swiss Civil Code with 

executive headquarters in Geneva. It is a private, non-governmental organisation recognised by the Council of 

Europe and has consultative status with UNESCO. 

The IBO grew out of international school efforts to establish a common curriculum and university entry credential. 

Beyond practical considerations, international educators were motivated by an idealistic vision: they hoped that a 

shared academic experience emphasising critical thinking and exposure to a variety of viewpoints would foster 

tolerance and intercultural understanding among young people. 

By concentrating on the last two years of secondary school, educators sought to build a comprehensive curriculum, 

leading to a baccalaureate that could be administered in any country and recognised by universities in every country. 

To satisfy the requirements of the IB Diploma, all students must complete: 
 

• Six subjects in addition to Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) and Extended Essay 
 

• One subject must be chosen from each of Groups 1 to 5 below. The sixth subject may be from Group 6 (the 

Arts) or a second subject from Group 3 or Group 4 
 

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature (first language) 

Group 2: Language Acquisition (second language) 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies 

Group 4: Sciences 

 Group 5: Mathematics 

Group 6: The Arts 
 

In Year 12, students continue their study in the subjects chosen in Year 11 as part of the two-year programme. In 

addition to TOK, CAS and Extended Essay, students study three subjects at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard 

Level (SL). With the exception of Mathematics, higher and standard choices are made towards the end of Year 11. 

To complete the IB Diploma, students must achieve a total score of 24 or more points out of the possible 45. There 

are other specific requirements that are discussed in detail in the General Guidelines for the IB Diploma. 

 
 
 
 
N  
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IB ENGLISH A LITERATURE 
Subject description 
The IB Literature course is designed to support future academic study by developing social, aesthetic and cultural 

literacy, as well as improving language competence and communication skills. The focus of the course is on: aspects 

of intertextuality; the relationships between readers, writers and texts and the range and functions of texts across 

geographical space and historical time. 

The aims of the course 
• engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different periods, styles, and cultures 

 
• develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting 

 
• develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation 

 
• develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts and an appreciation of how they contribute to 

diverse responses and open up multiple meanings 

• develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety of perspectives, cultural contexts, and 

local and global issues, and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple 

meanings 

• develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in language and literature and other disciplines 
 

• communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way 
 

• foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and literature. 
 

At standard level (SL), at least 9 works must be studied across the three areas of exploration while at higher level (HL), 

at least 13 works must be studied. 

Assessment 
Standard Level 

 

External Assessment (3 hours) 70% 

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (1 hour 15 minutes) 
The paper consists of two passages from two different literary forms, each 
accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis 
of it. (20 marks) 

35% 

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 
The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, 
students write a comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. 
(30 marks) 

35% 
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Internal Assessment 30% 

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the 

teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

Individual oral (15 minutes) 
Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language 

studied and one from a work studied in translation, students will offer a 

prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the 

teacher, to the following prompt: 

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through 

the content and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

             Higher Level 
 

External Assessment (4 hours) 80% 

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (2 hours 15 minutes) 
The paper consists of two literary passages, from two different literary forms, 
each accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the 
passages. (40 marks) 

35% 

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 
The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question, 
students write a comparative essay based on two works studied in the course. 
(30 marks) 

25% 

Higher level (HL) essay 
Students submit an essay on one literary text or work studied during the 

course. (20 marks) 

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length. 

20% 

Internal Assessment 20% 

This component consists of an individual oral that is internally assessed by the 

teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

Individual oral (15 minutes) 
Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language 

studied and one from a work studied in translation, students will offer a 

prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the 

teacher, to the following prompt: 

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the 
content and form of two of the works that you have studied. (40 marks) 
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IB FRENCH B 
 
 

Subject description 
The study of a language gives an international dimension to the Diploma Programme. It focuses on the rich 

complexities of language acquisition and intercultural understanding. While learning French, students explore and 

become aware of the 

similarities and differences between their own culture(s) and French-speaking culture(s). With this awareness comes a 

greater respect for people of different cultural backgrounds. Within the course framework and through the study of 

authentic texts, students investigate and reflect on cultural values and behaviours. 

The French B syllabus approaches the learning of language through meaning. Through the study of five prescribed 

themes at Standard Level and Higher Level (plus two literary works at HL), students build the necessary skills to reach 

the assessment objectives of the French B course through the expansion of their receptive, productive and interactive 

skills. The themes: identities, experiences, human ingenuity, social organisation and sharing the planet are common to 

both levels. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop students’ intercultural understanding and the relationship between languages and cultures 

 
• Enable students to understand and use the language that they study in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes 

 
• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading comprehension Formative 

Listening comprehension Formative 

Written Production Formative 

Oral Tasks Formative 

Year 12 
 

Individual Oral 25% 

External Examinations: 
 

Paper 1 - Writing 
Paper 2 - Listening and Reading 

75% 
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IB CHINESE B (MANDARIN) 
 
 

Subject description 
The study of a language gives an international dimension to the Diploma Programme. It focuses on the rich 

complexities of language acquisition and intercultural understanding. While learning Chinese, students explore and 

become aware of the similarities and differences between their own culture(s) and Chinese-speaking culture(s). With 

this awareness comes a greater respect for people of different cultural backgrounds. Within the course framework and 

through the study of authentic texts, students investigate and reflect on cultural values and behaviours. 

The Chinese B syllabus approaches the learning of language through meaning. Through the study of the five prescribed 

themes at Standard Level and Higher Level (plus two literary works at HL), students build the necessary skills to reach the 

assessment objectives of the Chinese B course through the expansion of their receptive, productive and interactive skills. 

The themes: identities, experiences, human ingenuity, social organisation and sharing the planet are common at both 

levels. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop students’ intercultural understanding and the relationship between languages and cultures 

 
• Enable students to understand and use the language that they study in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes 

 
• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading comprehension Formative 

Listening comprehension Formative 

Written Production Formative 

Oral Tasks Formative 

Year 12 
 

Individual Oral 25% 

External Examinations: 
 

Paper 1 - Writing 
Paper 2 - Listening and Reading 

75% 
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IB SPANISH AB INITIO 
 
 

Subject description 
The study of a language gives an international dimention to the Diploma Programme. It focuses on the rich 

complexities of language aquisition and intercultural understanding. 

The Spanish Ab Initio course is for beginners, designed to be followed over two years by students who have no previous 

experience of Spanish. The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language required for purposes and 

situations usual in everyday social interaction. Spanish ab initio is only available at Standard Level. 

The Spanish Ab Initio course aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills and a basic awareness of the culture using the 

language. The course is organized into five themes: identities, experiences, human ingenuity, social organisation and 

sharing the planet. Through the development of receptive, productive and interactive skills, students respond and interact 

appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop students’ intercultural understanding and the relationship between languages and cultures 

 
• Enable students to understand and use the language that they study in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes 

 
• Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading comprehension Formative 

Listening comprehension Formative 

Written Production Formative 

Oral Tasks Formative 

Year 12 
 

Individual Oral 25% 

External 
Examinations: 

 
Paper 1 – Writing 

 
Paper 2 – Listening and Reading 

75% 
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IB PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 

Subject description 
The IB Psychology course provides students with the opportunity for the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and behaviour. It is a 

complex subject which draws on concepts, methods and understandings from a number of different disciplines. 

At the core of the DP psychology course is an introduction to three different approaches to understanding behaviour: 

• biological approach to understanding behaviour 
• cognitive approach to understanding behaviour 
• sociocultural approach to understanding behaviour. 

There are four options in the course. They focus on areas of applied psychology: 

• abnormal psychology 
• developmental psychology 
• health psychology 
• psychology of human relationships. 

There are three main distinctions between this course at SL and at HL. 

1. The following extensions to the core approaches are studied at HL only. 

• The role of animal research in understanding human behaviour 
• Cognitive processing in a technological (digital/modern) world 
• The influence of globalization on individual behaviour 

2. SL students are required to study one option, while HL students study two options.  

3. Both SL and HL students will be expected to show their understanding of approaches to research in the internal assessment and for 

criterion D (critical thinking) in paper 1 section B and paper 2 responses. Additionally, HL students will be directly assessed on their 

understanding of approaches to research in paper 3 of the external assessment. This will cover both qualitative and quantitative research 

methods. 

The aims of the course 
1. develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour 

2. apply an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour to at least one 
applied area of study 

3. understand diverse methods of inquiry 

4. understand the importance of ethical practice in psychological research in general and observe ethical practice in their own inquiries 

5. ensure that ethical practices are upheld in all psychological inquiry and discussion 

6. develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied to address real-world problems and promote positive change. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Formative Assessment Formative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Experimental Study – A report on an experimental study undertaken by the student 25% 

External 
Examinations 

75% 
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IB ECONOMICS 
Subject description 
If all participants in the global economy are to achieve a better quality of life for their populations, there must be 

economic cooperation between all countries. This does not mean that developed countries must control the destinies 

of less-developed countries; instead, it means sharing concepts across cultures, against a background of economic 

awareness. 

To achieve this understanding, students are taught to consider economic theories, ideas and happenings from the points 

of view of different individuals, nations and cultures in the world economy. Although complete knowledge is impossible, 

students can search for understanding through a wide range of different aspects of the global economy. Their search 

may inspire a lifelong interest in the promotion of international understanding. Students will be able to understand the 

world they live in from an entirely different perspective. 

The IB Economics course connects the technical aspects of economic concepts to the realities facing today’s world 

regarding such issues as poverty, environmental problems and national and global security. 

The aims of the course 
• Examine the extent to which governments should intervene in the allocation of resources within a market based economy 

 
• Discuss the threat to sustainability as a result of current patterns of resource allocations 

 
• Evaluate the extent to which the goal of economic efficiency may conflict with the goal of social equity 

 
• Understand the distinction between economic growth and economic development in terms of the impact on people’s lives 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Topic Tests Formative and summative 

Trial Examinations Formative and summative 

Trial Internal assessment tasks Formative and summative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment requirements associated with a written portfolio 20% 

External Examinations 80% 
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IB HISTORY 
 
 

Subject description 
• The IB History course focuses on the study of twentieth century international history. At both Standard and 

Higher Levels there are 3 major topics: 

• The analysis of origins of World War 2 in Europe and Asia. This topic involves the detailed study of the foreign 

policies of Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Japan and the USA in the years between 1918 to 1941. 

• The analysis of selected authoritarian regimes in the twentieth century. The principal cases are Germany, Cuba 

and the USSR 

• The analysis of international relations since 1945 and especially the nature and development of the Cold War. 
 

In addition to the three topics, Higher Level students undertake a detailed study of three additional units: 
 

• Imperial Russia, the revolutions of 1917, and the Leninist state 
 

• European states between 1918 and 1939 
 

• European diplomacy 1918 to 1945 
 

The aims of the course 
• To develop an understanding of, and continuing interest in, the past 

 
• To promote international-mindedness through the study of history from more than one region of the world 

 
• To increase students’ understanding of themselves and of contemporary society by encouraging reflection on the past. 

 
• To develop key historical skills such as analysis and interpretation of sources. 

 
• To develop understanding of the key concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, and perspective. 

 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Source Analysis Formative 

Essays Formative 

Historical Investigation (completed in Year 12) 20% HL/25% SL 

Internal Examination  

Year 12 
 

Historical Investigation 20% HL/25% SL 

Source Analysis Formative 

Essays Formative 

External Examinations 80% HL/75% SL 
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IB PHYSICS 
 
 

Subject description 
Physics is often regarded as the most fundamental of the experimental sciences in that it seeks to explain the basic 

features of the natural world, primarily in terms of the interactions between matter and energy. The technological side 

of Physics is also studied, in which principles are applied to various devices that affect the daily lives of all human 

beings. 

The IB Physics course is designed as a comprehensive two year study. In the Core syllabus, students study Measurement, 

Mechanics, Thermal Physics, Waves, Electricity and Magnetism, Circular Motion and Gravitation, Atomic and Nuclear 

Physics and Energy Production. In addition Options are studied in Relativity, Engineering, Imaging or Astrophysics. As a 

result, students gain an overview of present theories about the very largest and smallest things in our known universe. 

The IB course has a large practical component. Higher Level students must complete 60 hours of practical 

investigations, and students at Standard Level 40 hours. This includes an extended research project (The Group 4 

project) in Year 11 and an 

Investigation in Year 12. IB students are expected to demonstrate commitment, perseverance and a high level of 

understanding and knowledge. 

The aims of the course 
• Acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information 

 
• Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during 

scientific activities 

• Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Practical Investigations Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examinations Formative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment (an extended investigation) 20% 

External Examinations 80% 
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IB CHEMISTRY 
 
 

Subject description 
IB Chemistry is one of the pivotal science subjects of the IB Diploma Programme. It is an experimental science that 

combines academic study with the acquisition of laboratory and investigational skills. Chemistry is often called the 

central science, as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all biological 

systems. Chemistry is also a prerequisite for many other disciplines such as medicine, biological and environmental 

sciences, materials and engineering. A study of chemistry invariably involves fostering of a wide range of additional 

generic, transferable skills, such as analytical skills, problem solving, data-handling, IT and communication skills, critical-

thinking, numeracy and scientific literacy skills. 

The core knowledge is addressed in Year 11, during which time the topics of Atomic Theory, Periodicity, Bonding and 

Stoichiometry are covered in Semester One and Acids and Bases, Oxidation and Reduction, Energetics and Organic 

Chemistry are covered in Semester Two. 

All IB Chemistry students also undertake the study of one optional topic. Possible options include: Materials, 

Biochemistry, Energy, and Medicinal Chemistry 

The IB course has a large practical component. Higher Level students must complete 60 hours of practical 

investigations, and students at Standard Level, 40 hours. This includes a collaborative research project (The Group 4 

project) in Year 11 and 

an individual investigation in Year 12. IB students are expected to demonstrate commitment, perseverance and a high 

level of understanding and knowledge. 

The aims of the course 
• Acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information 

 
• Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during 

scientific activities 

• Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology 
 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Practical Investigations & Assignments Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examinations Formative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment (an extended investigation) 20% 

External Examination 80% 
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IB BIOLOGY 
 
 

Subject description 
The IB Biology course provides students with a wide variety of biological experiences, framed within an understanding 

of basic biological concepts: structure, function, universality versus diversity, equilibrium and evolution. The syllabus 

includes ‘cutting edge’ biology, introducing students to the variety and complexity of current research and its practical 

and ethical implications. 

Standard Level students study the Core syllabus which includes the study of cell structure and function, the chemistry 

of life, energy relationships between organisms, human health and physiology, genetics and evolution. 

Higher Level students study additional Core topics (plant science; nucleic acids and proteins; respiration and 

photosynthesis; human reproduction; defence against infectious disease; nerves, muscles and movement; excretion). 

All IB Biology students also undertake the study of one optional topic. Possible options include Human 

Physiology, Neurobiology and Behaviour, Ecology and Conservation, and Biotechnology and Bioinformatics. 

The IB course has a large practical component. Higher Level students must complete 60 hours of practical investigations, 

and students at Standard Level, 40 hours. This includes an extended research project (The Group 4 project) in Year 11. 

IB students are expected to demonstrate commitment, perseverance and a high level of understanding and knowledge. 

The aims of the course 
• Acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 

 
• Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information 

 
• Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during 

scientific activities 

• Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and technology 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Practical Investigations Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examinations Formative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment (an extended investigation) 20% 

External Examination 80% 
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IB MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND 
APPROACHES SL AND HL 

 

Subject description 
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches is suitable for students who wish to develop their mathematics to become fluent 

in the  construction of mathematical arguments and develop strong skills in mathematical thinking. 

They will also be fascinated by exploring real and abstract applications of these ideas, with and without technology. 
 

Students who take Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches will be those who enjoy the thrill of mathematical problem 

solving and generalisation. 

This maths course covers the following topics: Number and Algebra, Functions, Geometry and Trigonometry, 

Statistics, Probability and Calculus, with an emphasis on Calculus. 

It is important to seek advice from the careers advisor as to how universities recognise this course at standard and higher levels. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop analytical expertise in a world where innovation is increasingly dependent on a deep 

understanding of  mathematics. 

• Develop the use of technology as a means of exploring mathematical concepts. 
 

• Provide students with opportunities to construct, communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments. 

Distinction between SL and HL 
Students who wish to take Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches at higher level will have very strong algebraic skills 

and the ability to understand simple proof. They will be students who enjoy spending time with problems and get 

satisfaction from solving challenging problems. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Unit tests Formative 

Assignments Formative 

End of semester examinations Formative 
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IB VISUAL ARTS 
 
 

Subject description 
The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity, expression, 

communication and understanding. They range from traditional forms embedded in local and wider communities, 

societies and cultures, to the varied and divergent practices associated with new, emerging and contemporary forms 

of visual language. 

The IB Diploma Programme Visual Arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural 

expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in problem-

solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition 

to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected to 

engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. 

The three main areas of study are: communicating visual arts, visual arts in context and visual arts methods. 

The aims of the course 
• Make artwork that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts 

 
• Become informed and critical observers and makers of visual culture and media 

 
• Develop skills, techniques and processes in order to communicate concepts and ideas 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Process Portfolio Formative 

Art Making Folio Formative 

Comparative Study Formative 

Year 12 
 

Comparative Study 20% 

Process Portfolio 40% 

Exhibition 40% 
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IB THEATRE 
 
 

Subject description 
The IB Theatre course is an international program which places individual student explorations at the heart of the 

experience. Students focus on the techniques and methods of making theatre and present their discoveries through 

performance, and presentations. The core belief is that theatre is a fundamental contributor to and reflector of 

culture. 

Students approach theatre from the perspective of: 
 

• Creator 
 

• Designer 
 

• Director 
 

• Performer 
 

The IB Theatre syllabus consists of three equal, interrelated areas: theatre in context; theatre processes; and presenting 

theatre. Students may undertake Theatre at Standard Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL). 

The aims of the course 
• Students learn through inquiry as they research their chosen investigations and communicate their learning through action 

 
• They experience and analyse the process of collaboration, its benefits and challenges 

 
• The course encourages students to become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts who can 

express their ideas with confidence 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Collaborative Project Formative 

Solo Theatre Piece Formative 

Research Presentation Formative 

Production Proposal Formative 

Year 12 
 

There are no exams in IB Theatre. Students finish the course by end of Term 3. 
 

Solo Theatre Piece HL only 35% 

Production Proposal SL 30% HL 20% 

Research Presentation SL 30% HL 20% 

Collaborative Project SL 40% HL 25% 
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IB MUSIC 
 
Subject description 

There is a new music course in IB! This course has major changes andis completely folio based. There is no exam at the end of th

e two years. The music studied covers four Areas of Inquiry: 

 
1.      Music for sociocultural and political expression (music that seeks to express a message or convey/preserve cultural 

traditions) 
  

2.      Music for listening and performance (e.g. Western art music, jazz, pop, instrumental music) 
  

3.      Music for dramatic impact (Musical Theatre, Music for film or ballet) 
  

4.      Music technology in the electronic and digital age (e.g. electronic dance music, house, techno, electro-pop, dubstep, hip 
hop, musique concrete) 

  

These Areas of Inquiry will be addressed in relation to three contexts: personal, local and global. 

Each student studying the IB Music course will explore different musical styles, genres and cultures; experiment to hone their skills both on their 

instrument and/or with music technology; and perform music on an instrument/voice or through music technology.  

  
The aims of the course 

To develop musical skill and understanding through the integratedprocess of exploring, experimenting and presenting and in the 

roles of researcher, creator and performer. The course focuses both on student’s interests and strengths, as well as on expanding student’s 

knowledge outside of music that is familiar to them. Through the course, students also better develop and hone soft skills required in future 

workplaces such as collaboration, creativity, impactful communicating, active listening and critical thinking. 

The HL Course includes an exciting component that is totally of thestudent’s choice. Students will choose a “real life” music 

related project, and will organise and manage this project (e.g. putting on a Concert; putting together an album of original music; 

composing a piece for a specific ensemble; collaborating with other performers in a project involving music). 

It is recommended that students have an interest in exploring a diverse range of musical styles, and have reached Grade 4 AMEB 

or equivalent standard on their chosen instrument to enrol in IB Music. 
  
Assessment 
3 (SL) or 4 (HL) Core Folios submitted at the end of Year 2. 
  

  External/Internal SL HL 

Exploring music in context External 30% 20% 

Experimenting with music Internal 30% 20% 
Presenting music External 40% 30% 
Contemporary music-maker (HL only) Internal   30% 
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VCE Subjects  
 

VCE Curriculum Domain Year 11 Year 12 

The Arts 

Media 
Music (minimum 5 students) 
Art Making and Exhibiting 
Theatre Studies 
Visual Communication Design 
 

Media 
Music 
Art Making and Exhibiting 
Theatre Studies 
Visual Communication Design 
 

LOTE 
Chinese SL 
French  
 

Chinese SL 
French  
 

English 

English 
Literature 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

English 
Literature 
English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

Humanities 
Australian History 3/4 
Geography (minimum 5 students) 
 

History Revolutions 
 
 

Mathematics 

Specialist Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 
General Mathematics 
 

Specialist Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods* 
General Mathematics* 
 

Health & Physical Education 
Health and Human Development 
 
 

Health and Human Development 
Physical Education* 
 

Social Sciences 

Accounting 
Economics 
Global Politics 
Legal Studies 
 

Accounting 
Economics 
Global Politics 
Legal Studies 
Business Management* 
 

Science 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology 
 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology* 
 

 
Most subjects require a minimum of 8 students to run 
*Denotes a Unit ¾ subject that can be studied in Year 11. Please see further information on page 22 regarding requirements.  
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    THE VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF  

 EDUCATION  (VCE) 

 
The VCE is administered by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and is a 

two-year course. It is comprised of a number of ‘units of study’, each designed to take one 

semester to complete. 

Units 1 and 2 are designed for Year 11 students, and units 3 and 4 are for Year 12. While this is 

generally the case, there is a great deal of flexibility within the VCE so it is possible for students to 

study a Unit 3 and 4 in Year 11 in some subjects. In some subjects it is possible to begin at Units 1, 2 

or 3. 

To satisfy the requirements of the VCE, students must complete at least 16 units of study. These must 

include satisfactory completion of a minimum of: 

• Three units of English – the three units of English may be selected from English, EAL, and Literature 
 

• Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 other than English 
 

The online version of the VCE Administrative Handbook is available from the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au  
 
 
 

Studying a Unit 3/4 subject in Year 11 
 

At Lauriston Girls’ School there is the opportunity for VCE students to study a Unit 3 & 4 study in Year 11. 
 

Students wishing to study a Unit 3& 4 subject in Year 11 need to think carefully about this decision and 

must complete an online application form expressing their interest. The major consideration when 

undertaking a Unit 3 & 4 subject in Year 11 is that the student is conscientious, organised and committed 

to doing their best work in every subject. A student who prioritises their Year 12 subject over their Year 11 

subjects will risk their entire academic program. Therefore, only students who have demonstrated 

exemplary work habits in Year 10 will be permitted to study a Unit 3 &4 subject in Year 11. Following an 

application, a student may be asked to attend an interview where the school may advise a student 

against undertaking a Unit 3/4 subject. 

 

Accelerated Mathematics 
Further Mathematics Units 3/4 

Students are required to achieve an average of 70% across their Year 10 end of semester examinations. It is also 

a requirement that all students undertaking a study of Unit 3 & 4 Further Mathematics (accelerated) are 

enrolled in Unit 1 & 2 Mathematical Methods in Year 11. 

Mathematical Methods Units 3/4 

Students currently enrolled in Mathematical Methods in Year 10 will be able to study Mathematical 

Methods Units 3 & 4 on teacher recommendation. Students are expected to have completed Methods Units 

1 & 2 to a high standard to access Methods Units 3 & 4 one year in advance. It is also a requirement that all 

students undertaking a study of Unit 3  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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VCE MEDIA UNITS 1 TO 4 
 
 

Subject description 
The media is ubiquitous in today’s world. Working on a personal, local, national and global level, media is 

deeply embedded within life and culture. It entertains, teaches, informs and shapes audiences’ perception 

of their lives and the worlds in which they live. 

In VCE Media students experiment with, make and analyse the media in multiple forms. Students examine 

how and why the media constructs and reflects ideas and how audiences engage with, consume, read, 

create and produce media products. Students make and analyse media products across forms including 

film, photography, print design, animation and audio. There is a focus on audiences, narratives, style, 

representations, technological developments, and regulation rationale. 

The aims of the course 
• Analyse media products to understand how meaning is constructed. 

 
• Develop an understanding of production processes involved in the construction of media products. 

 
• Develop an understanding of the roles, structure and industrial context of media forms. 

 
• Develop the capacity to evaluate media regulation policies and issues. 

 
• Evaluate the creative and cultural impact of new media forms and technologies. 

 
• Develop and refine skills in the areas of production and critical analysis. 

 
• Representation and technologies of representation. 

 
• Media production and the media industry. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Media production process Formative 

Production/analyses Formative 

Narrative, style, genre production/analyses 
 

Media & change analysis 

Formative 
 

Formative 

Examination Formative 

Year 12 
 

School-assessed Coursework (Unit 3) 10% 

School-assessed Coursework (Unit 4) 10% 

School-assessed Task 40% 

External Examination 40% 
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VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 1 TO 4 
Subject description 
Music has been an integral part of all cultures from the earliest of times, expressing and reflecting human experience. 

Music exists in a myriad of forms, each able to elicit an array of intellectual and emotional responses from its audience. 

A study of music enables students to strengthen their own relationship with music and to be personally enriched as they 

develop greater control of their own musical expression. 

Music learning requires students’ active engagement in the practices of listening, performing and composing. As 

they learn in Music, students apply critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and critique the work of 

contemporary and historical practitioners and develop their understanding of the diverse ways in which music ideas 

can be shaped to communicate artistic and expressive intent. Students also develop insights into the music 

traditions of contemporary and historical global cultures and form understandings of ways in which music can 

interact with other art forms and fields of endeavour. 

It is recommended that students have regular, private instrumental lessons and have reached Grade 3 AMEB or 

equivalent standard on their chosen instrument to enrol in VCE Music Unit 1. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop and practise musicianship. 

 
• Perform, compose, arrange and improvise music from diverse styles and traditions. 

 
• Engage with diverse music genres, styles, contexts and practices. 

 
• Communicate understanding of cultural, stylistic, aesthetic and expressive qualities and characteristics of music. 

 
• Explore and expand personal music interests, knowledge and experiences. 

 
• Use imagination, creativity and personal and social skills in music making. 

 
• Access pathways for further education, training and employment in music. 

 
• Use electronic and digital technologies in making and sharing music and communicating ideas about music. 

 
• Participate in life-long music learning and the musical life of their community. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Solo and ensemble performance Formative 

Composition folio Formative 

Musical analysis Formative 

Musicianship  Formative 

 
In Year 12 Music, there are 4 pathways: 
 

• Music Enquiry 
• Music Contemporary Performance 
• Music Repertoire Performance 
• Music Composition 
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VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNITS 1 TO 4 
Subject description 
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting introduces students to the methods used to make artworks and how artworks are presented and 

exhibited. 

Students use inquiry learning to explore, develop and refine the use of materials, techniques and processes and to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the ways artworks are made. They learn how art elements and art principles are used to create 

aesthetic qualities in artworks and how ideas are communicated through the use of visual language. Their knowledge and skills 

evolve through the experience of making and presenting their own artworks and through the viewing and analysis of artworks by 

other artists. 

Visiting and viewing exhibitions and displays of artwork is a necessary part of this study. It helps students understand how artworks 

are displayed and exhibitions are curated. It also has an influence on the students’ own practice, and encourages them to broaden 

and develop their own ideas and thinking around their own art making.  

A strong focus on the way we respond to artworks in galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces and site-specific spaces is integral 

to study and research in VCE Art Making and Exhibiting. The way institutions design exhibitions and present artworks, and also how 

they conserve and promote exhibitions, are key aspects of the study. 

The aims of the course 
• Explore the characteristics and properties of materials, techniques and processes 

• Understand the use and application of materials in relation to the historical development of art forms, across different 
periods of time and cultures 

• Develop an understanding of aesthetic qualities in artworks and how they are used in art making  

• Learn how to work independently and collaboratively 

• Develop an understanding of the sources that inform and influence art making  

• Investigate the practices of artists from different periods of time and cultures, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists, and their use of materials, techniques and processes, and how these contribute to the making of their artworks 

• Understand how artists use visual language to communicate ideas and meaning in artworks 

• Understand how exhibitions are planned and produced by galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces and site-specific 
spaces and how artworks are curated and displayed for audiences 

• Understand the methods used and considerations involved in the preparation, presentation and conservation of artworks. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Visual Art Journal Formative 

Finished artworks Formative 

Investigate – research and present Formative 

 
Year 12 

 

Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework  10% 

Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Task   60% 

External Written Examination 30% 
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VCE THEATRE STUDIES UNITS 1 TO 4 
 
 

Subject description 
In VCE Theatre Studies students interpret scripts from the pre-modern era to the present day and produce theatre for 

audiences. Through practical and theoretical engagement with scripts they gain an insight into the origins and 

development of theatre and the influences of theatre on culture and societies. 

Throughout the study, students work individually and collaboratively in various production roles to creatively and 

imaginatively interpret scripts and to plan, develop and present productions. They examine ways that meaning can be 

constructed and conveyed through theatre performance. Students consider their audiences and, in their interpretations, 

incorporate knowledge and understanding of audience culture, demographic and sensibilities. 

Students learn about innovations in theatre production across different times and places and apply this knowledge 

to their work. Through the study of plays and theatre styles and by working in production roles to interpret scripts, 

students develop knowledge and understanding of theatre, its conventions and the elements of theatre 

compositions. 

The aims of the course 
• Acquire knowledge of theatre, including its styles, traditions, purposes and audiences. 

 
• Interpret scripts through engagement in the production process 

 
• Experiment creatively and imaginatively with theatrical possibilities and elements of theatre composition 

 
• apply knowledge of production roles and skills to interpret scripts 

 
• Understand themselves as theatre practitioners and audience 

 
• Appreciate thetre and its significance as an art form 

 
• Apply safe and ethical personal and interpersonal practice in theatre production 

 
• Conduct performance analysis and production evaluations and apply learning to their own theatre production work 

 
• Apply thinking, problem-solving and communication skills to creatively participate in the theatre life of their community 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Exploring pre-modern and modern theatre styles and conventions Formative 

Analysing and evaluating plays and interpretations in performance Formative 

Interpreting scripts Formative 

Written Examination Formative 

Year 12 
 

School-assessed Coursework (Unit 3) 30% 

School-assessed Coursework (Unit 4) 15% 

Monologue Interpretation Examination 25% 

External Written Examination 30% 
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VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 
UNITS 1 TO 4 
Subject description 
Designers create and communicate through visual means to shape the everyday quality of life for individuals, 

communities and societies. The Visual Communication Design (VCD) study examines the way visual language can be 

used to convey ideas, information and messages in the fields of communication, environmental and industrial design. 

VCD relies on drawing as the 

primary component of visual language to support the conception and visualisation of ideas. Consequently, the study 

emphasises the importance of developing a variety of drawing skills to visualise thinking. 

Students employ a design process to generate and develop visual communications. The design process provides a 

structure to organise design thinking and is shaped by considerations of aesthetics and functionality, as well as social, 

environmental and economic factors. Students develop the skills to manipulate and organise design elements, design 

principles, selected media, materials and methods of production when creating visual communications. Creative, 

critical and reflective thinking (design thinking) supports students to progress through and focus on the design 

process. Throughout the study students explore manual and digital methods to develop and refine presentations. 

Students have the opportunity to investigate the work and practices of Australian and International designers from a 

variety of social, cultural, historical and contemporary contexts. 

The aims of the course 
• Develop and apply drawing skills using a range of techniques to make their design thinking visible. 

 
• Develop a range of skills in selecting and applying media, materials, and manual and digital methods to suit 

design purposes. 

• Apply a design process to create visual communications. 
 

• Understand how key visual communication design elements, design principles, media, materials, and manual and 

digital methods contribute to the creation of their own visual language. 

• Develop a capacity to undertake ongoing design thinking while conceiving, communicating and presenting ideas. 
 

• Understand how historical, social, cultural, environmental and contemporary factors influence visual communications. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Design Process Formative 

Final presentations Formative 

Design analysis Formative 

Examination (Semester 2) Formative 

Year 12 
 

School-assessed coursework (Unit 3) 25% 

School-assessed Task 40% 

External Examination 35% 
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VCE CHINESE 2ND LANGUAGE UNITS 1 TO 4 
 

Subject description 
The study of Chinese contributes to student personal development in a range of areas including communication skills, 

intercultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. Learning and using an additional 

language encourages students to examine the influences on their perspectives and society, and to consider issues 

important for effective personal, social and international communication. It enables students to examine the nature of 

language, including their own, and the role of culture in language, communication and identity. By understanding the 

process of language learning, students can apply skills and knowledge to other contexts and languages. Learning a 

language engages analytical and reflective capabilities and enhances critical and creative thinking. The study of Chinese 

develops students’ ability to understand and use a language which is spoken by about a quarter of the world’s 

population. 

The areas of study for Chinese comprise of themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar. They 
are common to all four units of the study, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated and communicative way 

which develops students’ speaking, reading, writing, listening, viewing and cultural skills and awareness around three 

main themes: The Individual, The Chinese-Speaking Communities, and The World Around Us. 

The aims of the course 
• Use Chinese to communicate with others 

 
• Understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which Chinese is used and understand their own culture(s) 

through the study of other cultures. 

• Understand language as a system. 
 

• Make connections between Chinese and English, and/or other languages. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading/Listening/Viewing Comprehension Formative 

Written Production Formative 

Oral Tests Formative 

 
Year 12 

 

Internal assessment 50% 

External examinations 50% 
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VCE FRENCH UNITS 1 TO 4 
 
 

Subject description 
French is the second most widely learned foreign language after English. The study of French contributes to the overall 

education of students, most particularly in the area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural 

understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities 

which use the language, and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian 

community and beyond. The ability to 

use and understand French also provides students with a direct means of access to the rich and varied culture of 

francophone communities around the world. It enhances vocational opportunities, as French is an official working 

language in dozens of international organisations. 

The areas of study for French comprise of themes and topics, text types, kinds of writing, vocabulary and grammar. 

They are common to all four units of the study, and are designed to be drawn upon in an integrated and 

communicative way which develops students’ speaking, reading, writing, listening, viewing and cultural skills and 

awareness around three main themes: The Individual, French-Speaking Communities, and The World Around Us. 

The aims of the course 
• Use French to communicate with others. 

 
• Understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which French is used and understand their own culture(s) 

through the study of other cultures. 

• Understand language as a system. 
 

• Make connections between French and English, and/or other languages. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading/LIstening/Viewing Comprehension Formative 

Written Production Formative 

Oral Tasks Formative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examinations 50% 
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VCE ENGLISH UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Subject description 
The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. VCE English and English as an 

Additional Language (EAL) prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the beauty and challenge of 

their contemporary world with compassion and understanding. Students work to collaborate and communicate widely, and to 

connect with our complex and plural society with confidence. 

Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, and including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander knowledge and voices, students develop insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend their skills in responding to the 

texts they read and view, and their abilities in creating original texts, further expanding their language to reflect accurately the 

purpose, audience and context of their responses. 

By developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables students to participate in their diverse, 

dynamic and multicultural world productively and positively. 

The aims of the course  

This study enables students to: 
• extend their English language skills through reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking and viewing to meet the demands of 

further study, the workplace, and their own needs and interests 

• enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language through all modes 

• discuss, explore and analyse the form, purpose, context, text structures and language of texts from a range of styles and genres 

• discuss, explore and analyse how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how this can affect meaning and 

understanding 

• convey ideas and demonstrate insight convincingly and confidently 

• create print, digital and spoken texts 

• demonstrate the ability to make informed choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading and Exploring Texts Formative 

Crafting Texts Formative 

Exploring Argument Formative 
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VCE ENGLISH UNITS 3 and 4 

 
Subject description 
The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative thinking, aesthetic 

appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to 

reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts 

from Australia and other cultures, students studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators 

and further develop a sense of themselves, the world and their place within it. English prepares students for participation in a 

democratic society and the global community. 

The aims of the course 
• Extend English language skills through thinking, listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing 

 
• Enhance understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language in its written, spoken and multimodal forms 

 
• Analyse and discuss a range of texts from different periods, styles, genres and contexts 

 
• Understand how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how this can affect 

meaning and interpretation 

• Understand how ideas are presented by analysing form, purpose, context, structure and language 
 

• Convey ideas, feelings, observations and information effectively in written, spoken and multimodal forms to a 

range of audiences 

• Recognise the role of language in thinking and expression of ideas 
 

• Demonstrate in the creation of written, spoken and multimodal texts an ability to make informed choices 

about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context 

• Think critically about the ideas and arguments of others and the use of language to persuade and influence audiences 
 

• Extend competencies in planning, creating, reviewing and editing texts for precision and clarity, tone and stylistic effect 

Assessment 
 

Year 12 
 

Reading and creating texts 15% 

Analysing argument 10% 

Reading and comparing texts 15% 

Presenting an argument 10% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE LITERATURE UNITS 1 to 4 
 
Subject description 
The study of VCE Literature fosters students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the artistic and aesthetic merits of stories and 

storytelling, and enables students to participate more fully in the cultural conversations that take place around them. By reading 

and exploring a diverse range of established and emerging literary works, students become increasingly empowered to discuss 

texts. As both readers and writers, students extend their creativity and high-order thinking to express and develop their critical 

and creative voices.  

Throughout this study, students deepen their awareness of the historical, social and cultural influences that shape texts and their 

understanding of themselves as readers. Students expand their frameworks for exploring literature by considering literary forms 

and features, engaging with language, and refining their insight into authorial choices. Students immerse themselves in 

challenging fiction and non-fiction texts, discovering and experimenting with a variety of interpretations in order to develop their 

own responses. 

The aims of the course 
This study enables students to: 

• enjoy reading a range of challenging literary texts 

• approach unfamiliar texts and negotiate diverse literary territories with confidence 

• explore the ways in which authors craft their writing 

• recognise there are many possible ways of interpreting literary texts 

• develop their own responses to texts, recognising the impact of form, features and language in the creation of meaning  

• write creatively and critically, and develop their individual voice 

• consider the views of others, including when developing interpretations 

• express their ideas, through all language modes, with insight and flair. 
 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading Practices Formative 

Exploration of Literary Movements and Genres Formative 

Voices of Country Formative 

The Text and its Context Formative 

 
Year 12 

 

Adaptations and Transformations 12.5% 

Developing Interpretations 12.5% 

Creative Responses to Texts 15% 

Close Analysis of Texts 10% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE (EAL) UNITS 1 and 2 
 
Subject description 
The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. VCE English and English as an 

Additional Language (EAL) prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the beauty and 

challenge of their contemporary world with compassion and understanding. Students work to collaborate and communicate 

widely, and to connect with our complex and plural society with confidence. 

Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, and including Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander knowledge and voices, students develop insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend their skills in 

responding to the texts they read and view, and their abilities in creating original texts, further expanding their language to 

reflect accurately the purpose, audience and context of their responses. 

By developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables students to participate in their diverse, 

dynamic and multicultural world productively and positively. 

The aims of the course 

This study enables students to: 

• extend their English language skills through reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking and viewing to meet the demands of further 
study, the workplace, and their own needs and interests 

• enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language through all modes 

• discuss, explore and analyse the form, purpose, context, text structures and language of texts from a range of styles and genres 

• discuss, explore and analyse how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how this can affect meaning and 
understanding 

• convey ideas and demonstrate insight convincingly and confidently 

• create print, digital and spoken texts 

• demonstrate the ability to make informed choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context. 

 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Reading and Exploring Texts Formative 

Crafting Texts Formative 

Exploring Argument Formative 
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VCE ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE (EAL) UNITS 3 and 4 
Subject description 

The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative thinking, aesthetic 

appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from interpretation to 

reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts 

from Australia and other cultures, students studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and 

further develop a sense of themselves, the world and their place within it. English prepares students for participation in a 

democratic society and the global community. Some students may be eligible for the EAL course. This course is designed to be 

taught alongside the mainstream English course, however there are some differences and these are reflected accordingly in the 

assessment requirements. 

The aims of the course 
 

• Extend their English language skills through 

thinking, listening, speaking, reading, viewing and 

writing 

• Enhance understanding, enjoyment and 

appreciation of the English language in its written, 

spoken and multimodal forms 

• Analyse and discuss a range of texts from 

different periods, styles, genres and contexts 

• Understand how culture, values and context underpin 

the construction of texts and how this can affect 

meaning and interpretation 

• Understand how ideas are presented by analysing 

form, purpose, context, structure and language 

 

• Convey ideas, feelings, observations and information effectively in 
written, spoken and multimodal forms to a range of audiences 

• Recognise the role of language in thinking and expression of 
ideas 

• Demonstrate in the creation of written, spoken and multimodal 

texts an ability to make informed choices about the construction 

of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context 

• Think critically about the ideas and arguments of 

others and the use of language to persuade and 

influence audiences 

• Extend competencies in planning, creating, reviewing 

and editing their texts for precision and clarity, tone 

and stylistic effect 

 

Assessment 
 
 

 

Year 12 

Reading and creating texts 10% 

Analysing argument 10% 

Listening to texts 5% 

Reading and Comparing Texts 15% 

Presenting argument 10% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE AUSTRALIAN HISTORY UNITS 3 AND 4 

 
Subject description 
In Units 3 and 4 Australian History, students develop their understanding of the foundational and transformative 

ideas, perspectives and events in Australia’s history and the complexity of continuity and change in the nation’s 

story. 

The study of Australian history is considered both within a national and a global context, particularly Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples and culture, a colonial settler society within the British Empire and as part of the Asia-

Pacific region. Students come to understand that the history of Australia is contested and that the past continues to 

contribute to ongoing interpretations, debates and tensions in Australian society. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are the oldest, continuous cultures in the world, having existed in 

Australia for at least 60,000 years. Their custodianship of Country led to the development of unique and 

sophisticated systems of land 

management, social structures, cultural beliefs and economic practices. European colonisation of Australia brought 

devastating and radical changes to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Furthermore, the significant turning 

points such as European settlement, the gold rushes, Federation, the passage of social, political, and economic reforms, 

the world wars, the emergence of social movements and Aboriginal recognition and land rights have challenged and 

changed the social, political, economic, environmental and cultural features of the nation, contributing to development 

of a multicultural and democratic society. Students explore the factors that have contributed to Australia becoming a 

successful multicultural and democratic society. Throughout this study, students examine and discuss the experiences, 

perspectives and historical interpretations of Indigenous as well as non- Indigenous people. 

In Units 3 and 4, students construct arguments about the past using historical sources (primary sources and historical 

interpretations) as evidence to analyse the continuities and changes, and evaluate the extent to which change 

occurred in the lives of Australians. Students investigate the significant turning points and trends in Australia’s past to 

identify the causes, 

patterns, direction, pace, depth and impact of continuity and change in society. They consider the extent to which 

events, ideas, individuals, groups and movements contributed to, influenced and/or resisted change. They consider 

competing historical interpretations, debates and the diverse perspectives of people at the time and how they may have 

changed while others may have remained the same. 

In developing a course, teachers select two historical investigations to be studied, one for Unit 3 and one for Unit 4 from 

the list below. The historical investigation selected in Unit 3, Area of Study 1, must be selected for Unit 3, Area of Study 2. 

The historical investigation selected in Unit 4, Area of Study 1, must be selected for Unit 4, Area of Study 2. 

Select two historical investigations from the following: 
 

• From custodianship to the Anthropocene (60,000 BCE–2010) 
 

• Creating a nation (1834–2008) 
 

• Power and resistance (1788–1998) 
 

• War and upheaval (1909–1992). 
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The aims of the course 
• Analyse primary and secondary sources, and construct historical arguments based on evidence in a logical and 

sequential manner. 

• Explore the factors that have contributed to Australia becoming a successful multicultural and democratic society. 
 

• Analyse the visions and actions that shaped the new nation from 1890 to 1920, and the changes and continuities to 

these visions that resulted from participation in World War One. 

• Examine and discuss the experiences, perspectives and historical interpretations of Indigenous as well as non-

Indigenous people. 

• Consider the extent to which events, ideas, individuals, groups and movements contributed to, influenced and/or 

resisted change. 

Assessment 
Year 12 

 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework: historical inquiry, essay, extended 
response, or evaluation of historical sources 

25% 

Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework: historical inquiry, essay, extended 
response, or evaluation of historical sources 

25% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE HISTORY REVOLUTIONS 
UNITS 3 AND 4 
Subject description 
In Units 3 and 4, Revolutions students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of political 

revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point, bringing about the collapse and 

destruction of an existing political order and resulting in a complete change to society. Revolutions are caused by the 

interplay of ideas, events, individuals and popular movements, with their consequences having a profound effect on the 

political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. 

In these units students develop an understanding of the complexity and variety of causes and consequences in the 

revolutionary narrative. They construct an argument about the past using primary sources as evidence and evaluate the 

extent to which the revolution brought change to the lives of people. They consider how perspectives of the revolution 

give an insight into the continuity and change experienced by those who lived through dramatic revolutionary moments. 

Students evaluate historical interpretations about the causes and consequences of revolution and the effects of change 

instigated by the new order. 

The study of revolutions is conducted through two case studies - The Russian Revolution of October 1917 (Unit 3) 

and the Chinese Revolution 1949 (Unit 4). 

The aims of the course 
• Analyse primary and secondary sources, and construct historical arguments based on evidence in a logical and 

sequential manner. 

• Analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate the contribution of significant ideas, events, individuals and 

popular movements. 

• Analyse the consequences of revolution and evaluate the extent of change brought to society. 

Assessment 
Year 12 

 

Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework: historical inquiry, essay, extended 
response, or evaluation of historical sources 

25% 

Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework: historical inquiry, essay, extended 
response, or evaluation of historical sources 

25% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE GEOGRAPHY 
UNITS 1 TO 4 
Subject description 
Geography enables students to examine natural and human phenomena, how and why they change, their 

interconnections and the patterns they form across the Earth’s surface. In doing so, they develop a better understanding 

of their own place and its spaces and those in other parts of the world. These spatial perspectives, when integrated with 

historical, economic, ecological and cultural perspectives, deepen understanding of places, environments and human 

interactions with these. 

In Unit 1: Hazards and Disasters - Students undertake an overview of hazards before investigating two contrasting 

types of hazards and the responses to them by people. 

In Unit 2: Tourism - Students investigate the characteristics of tourism, with particular emphasis on where it has 

developed, its various forms, how it has changed and continues to change, and, its impact on people, places and 

environments. 

In Unit 3: Changing the land - Students analyse, describe and explain land use and the processes and responses that 

result from changes to land cover. 

In Unit 4: Human population – trends and issues - Students analyse, describe and explain population dynamics on a 

global scale. Students also explain the nature of significant population issues and challenges in selected locations and 

evaluate responses. 
 

The aims of the course 
• Develop a sense of wonder and curiosity about people, culture and environments throughout the world 

 
• Develop the knowledge and understanding of geographic phenomena at a range of temporal and spatial scales 

 
• Understand and apply geographic concepts including place, scale, distance, distribution, movement, region, 

process, change, spatial association and sustainability to develop their ability to think and communicate 

geographically. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Fieldwork Report Formative 

Structured Questions Formative 

Analysis of geographic data Formative 

 
 

Year 12 

Fieldwork Report Formative 

Structured Questions Formative 

Analysis of geographic data Formative 

End of year examination  
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VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
UNITS 1 AND 2 
Subject description 
This subject allows students with a high level of ability in mathematics to specialise in mathematics. 

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an 

emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem-solving, reasoning and proof. This study has 

a focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics and investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of a sound 

background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields. 

This subject can only be taken: 

• In Year 11 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 1&2  

• In Year 11 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 3&4 (for students who have already undertaken Mathematical Methods 1&2 in Year 

10) 

There are fewer topics covered as compared to Mathematical Methods and therefore allows the topics to be covered in more depth. 

Topics include proof and number, graph theory, logic and algorithms, discrete mathematics, sequences and series, combinatorics, matrices, 

simulation, sampling and sampling distributions, trigonometry, transformations, vectors in the plane, complex numbers, functions, relations and 

graphs.  

As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject must have to have the ability to apply 

techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation 

and anti-differentiation without the use of technology. 

The aims of the course 

• Provide an opportunity for students wishing to specialise in the area of mathematics to study more than one mathematics subject 

• Provide a course in mathematics which explores topics in great depth which will encourage deep mathematical thinking and enhance 

analytical skills 

• Provide an opportunity to enhance the understanding of work covered in Mathematical Methods. 

Assessment 
 

Topic Tests Formative 

Assignments Formative 

Problem Solving and Modelling Tasks Formative 

Mathematical Investigation Formative 

Internal Semester Examinations Formative 
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VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
UNITS 3 AND 4 
Subject description 
This subject allows students with a high level of ability in mathematics to specialise in mathematics. It highlights mathematical structure, 

reasoning and proof and applications across a range of modelling contexts. The subject areas of study are Algebra, number and structure, 

Calculus, Data analysis, probability and statistics, Discrete mathematics, Functions, relations and graphs, and Space and measurement. 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and key skills from Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2; the 

key knowledge and key skills from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2; and concurrent study or previous completion of Mathematical 

Methods Units 3 and 4. 

This subject can only be studied: 

• In Year 12 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 3&4.  

• In Year 12 for students who have completed Mathematical Methods 3&4 in Year 11. 

Students also must also have successfully completed Specialist Mathematics Units 1&2 in Year 11. 

Topics include logic and proof, functions, relations and graphs, complex numbers, differential and integral calculus, differential equations, 

kinematics, vectors (including vector calculus), distribution of linear combinations of random variables, distribution of sample mean, confidence 

intervals, hypothesis testing. 

As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject must have to have the ability to apply 

techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation 

and anti-differentiation without the use of technology. 

The aims of the course 

• Provide an opportunity for students wishing to specialize in the area of mathematics to study more than one mathematics subject 

• Provide a course in mathematics which explores topics in great depth which will encourage deep mathematical thinking and enhance 

analytical skills 

• Provide an opportunity the understanding of work covered in Mathematical Methods. 

Assessment 
 

School Assessed Coursework 40% 

External Examination 1: comprises of short-answer and some extended-answer questions 
covering all areas of study in relation to Outcome 1. No notes or calculator is allowed for this 
assessment 

20% 

External Examination 2: multiple-choice questions and extended-answer questions covering all 
areas of the study in relation to all three outcomes, with an emphasis on Outcome 2. A CAS 
approved calculator and student notes are permitted. 

40% 
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VCE MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS  UNITS 1 AND 2 
Subject description 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in 

a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. The units are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain assumed 

knowledge and skills for these units. It is a pre-requisite subject for Mathematical Methods Units 3&4. 

This subject can be taken: 

• In Year 11 as Mathematical Methods 1&2 only  

• In Year 11 as Mathematical Methods 1&2 in conjunction with Specialist Mathematics Units 1&2  

• In Year 10 for students who have completed the 10A mathematics course in Year 9 and have a teacher recommendation.  

Only Students with a passion for mathematics and a high degree of skill could consider doing both Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 and Specialist 

Mathematics Units 1&2 in Year 11. 

Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 is designed for students with an interest in mathematics and are competent in their ability to apply algebra, as 

demonstrated by their Year 10 Mathematics results. 

Students studying this subject will be expected to apply their knowledge in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They are also expected to 

be proficient in their use of CAS technology to assist in problem solving and investigation. 

As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject will be expected to have the ability to 

apply techniques, routines and processes involving geo-metric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation 

and antidifferentiation without the use of technology. 

Mathematical Methods is listed as a prerequisite for some tertiary courses. Please consult career’s advisor as to university prerequisites for their 

intended tertiary courses. 

The aims of the course 

• Provide a study in VCE Mathematics that is challenging and will extend the mathematical thinking of Year 11 students 

• Provide a sequential course of study that follows directly from, and build on the Australian P-10 curriculum in the area of mathematics 

• Provides a course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to most tertiary courses that have mathematics prerequisites. 

Assessment 
 

Topic tests Formative 

Assignments Formative 

Problem Solving and Modelling Tasks Formative 

Mathematical Investigation Formative 

Internal Semester Examinations Formative 
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VCE MATHEMATICAL 
METHODS   UNITS 3 AND 4 
Subject description 
Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study Algebra, number and structure, Data analysis, probability and statistics, Calculus, and Functions, Relations 

and graphs.  

Assumed knowledge and skills for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are contained in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn 

on, as applicable, in the development of related content from the areas of study, and key knowledge and key skills for the outcomes of 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. 

This subject can be taken: 

• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 only  

• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 in conjunction with Specialist Mathematics Units 3&4  

• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 in conjunction with General Mathematics Units 3&4  

• In Year 11 for students who have completed the Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 successfully in Year 10. 

There is a development in the complexity and sophistication of problem types and mathematical processes used (modelling, transformations, graph 

sketching and equation solving) in application to contexts related to these areas of study compared with Mathematical Methods Units 1&2. 

Students are also expected to be proficient in their use of CAS technology to assist in problem solving and investigation. 

As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students who study this subject must have to have the ability to apply 

techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation and 

anti-differentiation without the use of technology. 

Mathematical Methods Units 3&4 is listed as a prerequisite for some tertiary courses. Please consult the career teacher’s advice as to university 

prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses. 

The aims of the course 

• Provide a study in VCE Mathematics that is challenging and will extend the mathematical thinking of year 12 students 

• Provide a sequential course of study that follows directly from, and build on the Australian P-10 curriculum in the area of mathematics 

• Provides a course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to most tertiary courses that have mathematics prerequisites. 

Assessment 
 

School Assessed Coursework 40% 

External Examination 1: comprises of short-answer and some extended-answer questions 
covering all areas of study in relation to Outcome 1. No notes or calculator is allowed for this 
assessment 

20% 

External Examination 2: multiple-choice questions and extended-answer questions covering all 
areas of the study in relation to all three outcomes, with an emphasis on Outcome 2. A CAS 
approved calculator and student notes are permitted. 

40% 
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VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
UNITS 1 AND 2 
Subject description 
The subject is taken in Year 11 and is designed for students who have had challenges in mathematics prior to Year 11. It provides an introduction 

to topics covered in General Mathematics Units 3&4. 

Students enrolled in General Mathematics Units 1&2 are able to transition to General Mathematics Units 3&4. 

There is a significant increase in standard of work required in General Mathematics Units 3&4 so the results in General Mathematics Units 1&2 

should not be used as a predictor for grades likely to be obtained in General Mathematics Units 3&4. 

The areas of study for Unit 1 of General Mathematics are Investigating and comparing data distributions, arithmetic and geometric sequences, 

first order linear recurrence relations, financial mathematics, linear functions: graphs, equations, models and matrices 

The areas of study for Unit 2 of General Mathematics are investigating relationships between two numerical variables, graphs and networks, 

variation, space, measurement and applications of trigonometry. 

A major focus in this course is to teach students how to use CAS technology efficiently and effectively.  

All assessments allow students to bring in their own notes and have access to a CAS calculator 

The aims of the course 

• Provide a study in VCE mathematics that is accessible for students who have previously experienced difficulty in their mathematical studies 

• Provide students with a course of study that is more practical and accessible 

• Provide the first year of a two year course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to tertiary courses that have “any year 12 

mathematics” listed as pre-requisites 

Students completing this subject as their only Units 1&2 Mathematics subject should seek advice from the career’s advisor as to university 

prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses. 

Assessment 
 

Topic Tests Formative 

Assignments Formative 

Problem Solving and Modelling Tasks Formative 

Mathematical Investigation Formative 

Internal Semester Examinations Formative 
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VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
UNITS 3 AND 4 
Subject description 
This subject focusses on real-life application of mathematics and consist of the areas of study ‘Data analysis, probability and statistics’ and 
‘Discrete mathematics’. 

Unit 3 comprises Data analysis and Recursion and Financial Modelling, and Unit 4 comprises Matrices and Networks and Decision 
Mathematics. 

Assumed knowledge and skills for General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are contained in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn 
on, as applicable, in the development of related content from the areas of study, and key knowledge and key skills for the outcomes of 
General Mathematics  

This is a subject for Year 12 students who: 
 

• have studied General Mathematics Units 1&2 in Year 11. 

• have studied Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 in Year 11. 

Students in Year 11 who would like to be considered for this subject must complete Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 in conjunction with this 

subject and have permission from their Year 10 Mathematics teacher.  

The aims of the course 

• Provide an accessible and practical mathematics course for students who may not wish to pursue a tertiary course that requires a high level 

of mathematical ability or a not confident in their ability to study a course requiring strong algebraic skills 

• Provides a course of VCE Mathematics that allows access to tertiary courses that have “any year 12 mathematics” listed as a prerequisite. 

Students completing this subject as their only Units 3&4 Mathematics subject should seek advice from the career’s advisor as to university 

prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses. 

All internal and external assessments allow students to bring in their own notes and have access to a CAS calculator 

Assessment 
 

School Assessed Coursework 40% 

External Examination 1: multiple choice questions covering all areas of study. The examination is 
designed to assess students’ knowledge of mathematical concepts, models and techniques and 
their ability to reason, interpret and apply this knowledge in a range of contexts. 

30% 

External Examination 2: written response questions covering all areas of study. The examination 
will be designed to assess students’ ability to select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques to solve extended application problems in a range of contexts. 

30% 
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VCE HEALTH AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT UNITS 1 TO 4 
Subject description 
VCE Health and Human Development provides students with a broad understanding of health and wellbeing that reach far beyond the individual. 

Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves and to families, communities, nations and global society.  

Students explore the complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and wellbeing and 

those that put it at risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing, and development, holistically – across the 

lifespan and the globe, and through a lens of social equity and justice. 

VCE Health and Human Development is designed to foster health literacy. As individuals and as citizens, students develop their ability to navigate 

information, to recognise and enact supportive behaviours, and to evaluate healthcare initiatives and interventions. Students take this capacity 

with them as they leave school and apply their learning in positive and resilient ways through future changes and challenges. 

Students are encouraged to choose Units 1 and 2 (not a prerequisite for Units 3 and 4) before attempting Units 3 and 4 because of the 

foundational technical knowledge and skills acquired in Units 1 and 2. 

The aims of the course 
• Understand the complex nature of health and wellbeing, and human development 

• Develop a broad view of health and wellbeing, incorporating physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual dimensions, and biological, 
sociocultural and environmental factors 

• Examine how health and wellbeing may be influenced across the lifespan by the conditions into which people are born, grow, live, work and 
age 

• Develop health literacy to evaluate health information and take appropriate and positive action to support health and wellbeing and manage 
risks 

• Develop understanding of the Australian healthcare system and the political and social values that underpin it 

• Apply social justice principles to identify health and wellbeing inequities and analyse health and wellbeing interventions 

• Apply the objectives of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals to evaluate the effectiveness of health and wellbeing initiatives 
and programs 

• Propose and implement action to positively influence health and wellbeing, and human development, outcomes at individual, local, national 
and/or global levels.  

Assessment 
 
Year 11 

 

Structured Questions Formative 

Assignments Formative 

Semester Examinations Formative 
 
 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Assessment 50% 
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VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 3 AND 4 
 

Subject description 
VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate an understanding of the theoretical underpinnings of performance and 

participation in physical activity with practical application. Through engagement in physical activities, VCE Physical Education enables 

students to develop the knowledge and skills required to critically evaluate influences that affect their own and others’ performance and 

participation in physical activity. 

This study equips students with the appropriate knowledge and skills to plan, develop and maintain their involvement in physical 

activity, sport and exercise across their lifespan and to understand the physical, social, emotional and cognitive health benefits 

associated with being active. 

Completion of the Year 10 Sport Science elective is beneficial in developing foundational knowledge and skills required for VCE Units 3 

and 4. It is not a prerequisite for Units 3 and 4. 

The aims of the course 

• Use practical activities to underpin contemporary theoretical understanding of the influences on participation and performance in 

physical activity, sport and exercise 

• Develop an understanding of the anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles, and of behavioural, 

psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity across the lifespan 

• Engage in physical activity and movement experiences to determine and analyse how the body systems work together to produce 

and refine movement 

• Critically evaluate changes in participation from a social-ecological perspective and performance in physical activity, sport and 

exercise through monitoring, testing and measuring of key parameters. 

Assessment 
 

Internal assessment 50% 

External assessment 50% 
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VCE ACCOUNTING UNITS 1 TO 4 
 

Subject description 
Accounting is a beneficial subject for students to undertake as it provides an opportunity for students to learn 

accounting processes and procedures that will be relevant for the rest of their financial lives. The subject is focused on 

providing students with the opportunity to develop skills associated with the development of financial reports and how 

the information in these reports can be used to support business owners make better decisions. Accounting is a 

growing field of learning because of the increased need for people from a diverse range of disciplines and professions 

to understand financial information. Accounting provides training for a wide range of vocations including merchant 

banking, manufacturing, stockbroking, travel and tourism, law and management. It is also regarded as a good 

secondary school subject for students considering a Commerce degree with a major in accounting and the eventual 

occupation of Accountant. 

Students are encouraged to choose Units 1 and 2 (not a pre-requisite for Units 3 and 4) before attempting Units 3 and 4 

because of the foundational technical knowledge and skills acquired in Units 1 and 2. 

The aims of the course 
• Unit 1 focuses on the establishment of small business with a primary focus on the accounting and financial 

management of business 

• Unit 2 continues to expand on this knowledge with students using financial and non-financial information to 

evaluate business performance and suggest strategies to assist business owners in how to improve the 

business’s performance 

• Unit 3 introduces students to the double entry system of recording and emphasises the role of accounting 

as an information system 

• Unit 4 provides an extension of the recording and reporting processes from Unit 3 and the use of financial and non- financial 

information in assisting management in the decision-making process. Students develop and use accounting reports to evaluate the 

performance of the business and suggest strategies for improvement. 

Assessment 

Year 11 
 

Topic Tests Summative 

Business Case Studies Formative 

Trial Examinations Summative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL 
POLITICS   UNITS 1 AND 2 
Subject description 

 
Unit 1: Australian Politics: Ideas, actors and power 
Australian Politics increases awareness of the nature of power and its influence. It allows students to become informed observers of, 

and active participants in, their political system. As students begin to think critically, they recognise that democratic ideals 

are often difficult to achieve in practice. 
 

In this unit, students are introduced to the key ideas relating to the exercise of political power. They explore how these ideas shape 

political beliefs and in particular the characteristics of liberalism. They consider the nature of power in Australian democracy. 

They also explore the nature and influence of key political actors in Australia: political parties, interest groups and the media. All these 

forms of participation in Australian democracy influence the political agenda. Is Australia changing in terms of its democratic values? 

How do voters decide who to vote for? 

This unit is contemporary in focus and students must use examples and case studies from within the last 10 years. 

Unit 2: Global Politics: Global connections 
Global Politics provides students with an insight into the political, social, cultural and economic forces that shape our rapidly 

changing world. Students develop a critical understanding of the world in which they live and of contemporary global issues. In 

doing so, students are provided with the opportunity to develop the awareness and the critical thinking skills that underpin active 

citizenship and an ability to more deeply appreciate the global environment in which they live. 

This unit introduces students to the global community and the global actors that are part of this community. In Area of Study 1 

students explore the myriad ways lives have been affected by the increased interconnectedness – the global links – of the world 

through the process of globalisation. 

In Area of Study 2, students consider the extent to which global actors cooperate and share visions and goals as part of the global 

community. They investigate the ability of the global community to manage areas of global cooperation and to respond to issues of 

global conflict and instability such as medical pandemics, terrorism and climate change. 

Assessment 
Tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following: 

 
• a social media campaign 

 
• a research report 

 
• a case study 

 
• an essay 

 
• short-answer questions 

 
• extended-response questions 

 
• an oral presentation such as a podcast or video 

 
• an examination 
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VCE GLOBAL POLITICS 
UNITS 3 AND 4 
 
Subject description 
This subject considers the key global actors in twenty-first century global politics, including their aims, roles and power. Students will 

develop an understanding of key actors through an in-depth examination of the concepts of national interest and power as they relate to 

the state, and the way in which one Asia-Pacific state uses power within the region to achieve its 

objectives. This unit is concerned with contemporary issues and events and focus will be placed on the twenty-first century with particular 

case studies and examples. 

This subject also investigates key global challenges facing the international community in the twenty-first century. Students examine and 

analyse the debates surrounding two ethical issues, which are underpinned by the contested notion of global citizenship and evaluate the 

effectiveness of responses to these issues. Students also explore the context and causes of global crises, and consider the varying 

effectiveness of responses and challenges to solving them. 
 

The aims of the course 
• To understand the nature of state and non-state global actors in the pursuit of local, national, regional and international objectives. 

• To examine the use of foreign policy within the Asia-Pacific region to achieve what is in the national interest. 
 

• To understand the challenges and methods associated with providing diplomatic solutions to global concerns.. 

Assessment 
 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE ECONOMICS UNITS 1 TO 4 

 
 

Subject description 
Economics is the study of how resources are allocated to meet the needs and wants of society. It examines the role of consumers, businesses, 

governments and other organisations in decision making about the allocation of resources and the effect that these decisions may have on 

material and non-material living standards.  This examination is conducted using contemporary knowledge and experience of the Australian and 

global economy.   

Through studying VCE Economics students will develop a range of skills including the ability to gather, organise, analyse and synthesise a wide 

selection of economic information. Students will undertake independent inquiry, think critically and work collaboratively with their peers to 

develop viable solutions to contemporary economic issues. They will be introduced to a range of economic models and tools and use them to 

explain, analyse and evaluate decisions made by key economic agents. In this process students will come to appreciate different viewpoints about 

current issues that impact a modern economy.  

Further study in the field of Economics can lead to a broad range of career opportunities such as stockbroking, insurance, business analysis, 

banking and finance, journalism and public policy.  

The aims of the course 
This study enables students to:  

• understand the role of consumers, businesses and governments in the economy  

• understand and apply relevant economic theories, concepts and tools  

• examine and evaluate the nature and consequences of economic trade-offs  

• use economic methods of inquiry and tools to analyse the economic causes and consequences of contemporary events on local, 
domestic and international economies  

• develop an understanding of how the Australian economy operates  

• foster an understanding of how Australia’s economic relationships with other economies and global economic institutions influence 
living standards and long-term prosperity  

• evaluate the effectiveness of government responses to economic situations  

• develop a critical perspective and think creatively about approaches to economic problems that might arise.  

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Topic Tests Summative 

Analytical tasks Formative 

Trial Examinations Summative 

Year 12 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examinations 50% 
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VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 1 AND 2 

 
 

Subject description 
VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system. Students 

develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights protection in Australia, and the 

justice system. 

Through applying knowledge of legal concepts and principles to a range of actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, 

students develop their ability to use legal reasoning to argue a case for or against a party in a civil or criminal matter. 

They consider and evaluate recent and recommended reforms to the criminal and civil justice systems, and engage in 

an analysis of the extent to which our legal institutions are effective and our justice system achieves the principles of 

justice. For the purposes of this study, the principles of justice are fairness (fair legal processes are in place, and all 

parties receive a fair hearing); equality (all people treated equally before the law, with an equal opportunity to present 

their case); and access (understanding of legal rights and ability to pursue their case). 

The aims of the course 
• Understand and apply legal terminology, principles and concepts 

 
• Apply legal principles to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, explore solutions to legal problems, and form 

reasoned conclusions 

• Analyse the institutions that make laws and understand the way in which individuals can engage in and 

influence law reform 

• Understand legal rights and responsibilities, and the effectiveness of the protection of rights in Australia 
 

• Analyse the methods and institutions that determine criminal cases and resolve civil disputes 
 

• Propose and analyse reforms to the legal system to enable the principles of justice to be achieved 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Topic Tests 50% 

Analytical tasks 50% 

Trial Examinations  
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VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 AND 4 
 
 

Subject description 
VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system. Students 

develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights protection in Australia, and the 

justice system. 

Through applying knowledge of legal concepts and principles to a range of actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, 

students develop their ability to use legal reasoning to argue a case for or against a party in a civil or criminal matter. 

They consider and evaluate recent and recommended reforms to the criminal and civil justice systems, and engage in 

an analysis of the extent to which our legal institutions are effective and our justice system achieves the principles of 

justice. For the purposes of this study, the principles of justice are fairness (fair legal processes are in place, and all 

parties receive a fair hearing); equality (all people treated equally before the law, with an equal opportunity to present 

their case); and access (understanding of legal rights and ability to pursue their case). 

The aims of the course 
• Understand and apply legal terminology, principles and concepts 

 
• Apply legal principles to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, explore solutions to legal problems, and form 

reasoned conclusions 

• Analyse the institutions that make laws and understand the way in which individuals can engage in and 

influence law reform 

• Understand legal rights and responsibilities, and the effectiveness of the protection of rights in Australia 
 

• Analyse the methods and institutions that determine criminal cases and resolve civil disputes 
 

• Propose and analyse reforms to the legal system to enable the principles of justice to be achieved. 

Assessment 
Year 12 

 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE BUSINESS MANAGMENT UNITS 3 AND 4 
 

Subject description 
In contemporary Australian society, there is a wide variety of businesses in terms of size, ownership, objectives, resources 

and location. These businesses are managed by people who establish and lead structures, systems and processes to 

achieve a range of objectives. These businesses are also are under constant pressure to adapt and change to remain 

successful. 

VCE Business Management examines the diverse nature of business and the key processes and issues concerned with 

managing a business efficiently and effectively to achieve business objectives. This includes leading, motivating and 

managing employees, managing business operations and measuring performance. Ways in which businesses adapt and 

change to pressures from 

the internal and external environment is also an important area of focus. Contemporary business case studies are used to 

help students develop their understanding of the complexities and challenges of managing businesses, merging theory 

with practice. 

The aims of the course 
• Understand and discuss the key characteristics of business and the role of management in business. 

 
• Understand and apply theories of motivation and analyse and evaluate strategies related to the 

management of employees. 

• Analyse the performance of a business and propose and evaluate strategies to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of business operations. 

• Explain the way business change may come about and discuss the forces for business change. 
 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of a variety of business management strategies used to implement change. 
 

Assessment 
 

Internal Assessment 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE BIOLOGY UNITS 1 TO 4 
 

Subject description 
 

The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved and changed over time, and considers how living organisms function and 

interact. It explores the processes of life, from the molecular world of the cell to that of the whole organism, and examines how life forms 

maintain and ensure their continuity. Students study contemporary research, models and theories to understand how knowledge in biology has 

developed and how this knowledge continues to change in response to new evidence and discoveries. An understanding of the complexities 

and diversity of biology provides students with the opportunity to appreciate the interconnectedness of concepts and areas both within 

biology, and across biology and the other sciences. 

VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system and species levels. In undertaking this 

study, students develop an understanding that, in the dynamic and interconnected system of life, all change has consequences that may affect 

an individual, a species or the collective biodiversity of Earth. Students gain insights into how molecular and evolutionary concepts and key 

science skills underpin much of contemporary biology, and how society applies such skills and concepts to resolve problems and make scientific 

advancements. 

An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation 

methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice. Students work 

collaboratively as well as independently on a range of scientific investigations involving controlled experiments, fieldwork, case studies, 

correlational studies, classification and identification, modelling, simulations, literature reviews, and the development of a product, process or 

system. Knowledge and application of the safety and ethical guidelines associated with biological investigations is integral to the study of VCE 

Biology. 

The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline. 

• Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their functions? 
• Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity? 
• Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? 
• Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges? 

The aims of the course 
• develop knowledge and understanding of key biological models, theories, concepts and issues from the individual cell to species level 
• develop knowledge and understanding of organisms, their relationship to their environment, and the consequences of biological 

change over time, including the impact of human endeavours on biological processes and the survival of species 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Outcome tasks, practical investigations and assignments Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examination Formative 

Year 12 
 

School Assessed Coursework 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE CHEMISTRY UNITS 1 TO 4 

 
 

Subject description 
 
The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and behaviour of matter, and the chemical processes 

involved in producing useful materials for society in ways that minimise adverse effects on human health and the environment. Chemistry 

underpins the generation of energy for use in homes and industry, the maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines 

and new materials, and the treatment of wastes.  

 

VCE Chemistry enables students to investigate a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena through the exploration of the 

nature of chemicals and chemical processes. Sustainability principles, concepts and goals are used to consider how useful materials for society 

may be produced with the least possible adverse effects on human health and the environment. In undertaking this study, students apply 

chemical principles to explain and quantify the behaviour of matter, as well as undertake practical activities that involve the analysis and 

synthesis of a variety of materials. 

 

An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation 

methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice. Students work 

collaboratively as well as independently on a range of scientific investigations involving controlled experiments, fieldwork, case studies, 

correlational studies, classification and identification, modelling, simulations, literature reviews, and the development of a product, process or 

system. Knowledge and application of the safety considerations, including use of safety data sheets, and ethical guidelines associated with 

undertaking investigations is integral to the study of VCE Chemistry. 

The study is made up of four units.  

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained? 

Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural world? 

Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise chemical processes? 

Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed for purpose? 

The aims of the course 
• develop knowledge and understanding of matter and its interaction with energy, as well as key factors that affect chemical systems, 

to explain the properties, structures, reactions and related applica-tions of materials in society 

• understand and use the language and methodologies of chemistry to solve qualitative and quantitative problems in familiar and 

unfamiliar contexts 

• develop knowledge and understanding of how chemical systems can be controlled to develop greener and more sustainable 

processes for the production of chemicals and energy while minimising any adverse effects on human health and the environment, 

with consideration of wastes as underuti-lised resources and/or feedstock for another process or product  
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Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Outcome tasks, investigations and assignments Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examination Formative 

Year 12 
 

School Assessed Coursework 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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VCE PHYSICS UNITS 1 TO 4 
 
 

Subject description 
The study of VCE Physics involves investigating, understanding and explaining the behaviour of physical phenomena in the Universe. Models, 

including mathematical models, are used to explore, simplify and predict how physical systems behave at varying scales from the very small 

(quantum and particle physics) through to the very large (astronomy and cosmology). Beginning with classical ideas and considering their 

limitations, and then being introduced to more modern explanations of the world, provides a novel lens through which students experience the 

world around them, drawing on their natural curiosity and wonder. 

Conceptual understanding is developed as students study topics including light, atomic physics, radiation, thermal physics, electricity, fields, 

mechanics, quantum physics and the nature of energy and matter. Students are given agency through a choice of options and in designing and 

undertaking their own investigations.  

An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation 

methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between theory, knowledge and practice. Students work 

collaboratively as well as independently on a range of tasks involving experiments, fieldwork, case studies, classification and identification, 

modelling, simulations, literature reviews, and the development of a product, process or system. Knowledge and application of the safety and 

ethical guidelines associated with undertaking investigations is integral to  

the study of VCE Physics. 

The study is made up of four units, structured under a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline. 

• Unit 1: How is energy useful to society? 

• Unit 2: How does physics help us to understand the world? 

• Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity? 

• Unit 4: How have creative ideas and investigation revolutionised thinking in physics? 

The aims of the course 
• apply physics models, theories and concepts to describe, explain, analyse and make predictions about diverse physical phenomena  

• understand and use the language and methodologies of physics to solve qualitative and quantitative problems in familiar and 

unfamiliar contexts 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Outcome tasks, investigations and assignments Formative 

Tests Formative 

Semester Examinations Formative 

Year 12 
 

School Assessed Coursework 50% 

Examination 50% 
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VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 1 TO 4 
 

Subject description 
VCE Psychology is designed to enable students to explore the complex interactions between thought, emotions and behaviour. They develop 

an insight into biological, psychological and social factors and the key science skills that underpin much of psychology. VCE Psychology is 

designed to promote students’ understanding of how society applies such skills and psychological concepts to resolve problems and make 

scientific advancements. The study is designed to promote students’ confidence and their disposition to use the information they learn in the 

study in everyday situations.  

Studying VCE Psychology enables students to develop their capacity to think, question and analyse psychological research and critically reflect 

on the findings of experiments and research. They are encouraged to use their problem-solving skills, including critical and creative thinking, to 

establish and articulate their understandings through their class discussions, practical work and written responses – all of which may help 

students to think deeply and critically about their own lives, manage life circumstances and reach personal goals. 

An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation 

methodologies, to develop key science skills and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice. Students work collaboratively 

as well as independently on a range of scientific investigations including controlled experiments, case studies, correlational studies, modelling, 

simulations and literature reviews. Knowledge and application of the research, ethical and safety guidelines associated with psychological 

investigations is integral to the study of VCE Psychology. 

The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline: 

• Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 

• Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 

• Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes? 

• Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and maintained? 

The aims of the course 
• develop knowledge and understanding of psychological models, theories and concepts to describe, ex-

plain, analyse and predict human thoughts, emotions and behaviour 

• understand and apply a biopsychosocial approach to human thoughts, emotions and behaviour  

• apply psychological models, theories and/or concepts to everyday situations to enhance understanding of 

mental wellbeing 

• conventions and formats. 

Assessment 
Year 11 

 

Outcome tasks, research investigations, data analysis tasks and assignments Formative 

Tests and Essays Formative 

Semester examination Formative 

Year 12 
 

School Assessed Coursework 50% 

External Examination 50% 
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	IB SPANISH AB INITIO
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
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	IB PSYCHOLOGY
	Subject description
	The IB Psychology course provides students with the opportunity for the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and behaviour. It is a complex subject which draws on concepts, methods and understandings from a number of different disciplines.
	At the core of the DP psychology course is an introduction to three different approaches to understanding behaviour:
	 biological approach to understanding behaviour
	 cognitive approach to understanding behaviour
	 sociocultural approach to understanding behaviour.
	There are four options in the course. They focus on areas of applied psychology:
	 abnormal psychology
	 developmental psychology
	 health psychology
	 psychology of human relationships.
	There are three main distinctions between this course at SL and at HL.
	1. The following extensions to the core approaches are studied at HL only.
	 The role of animal research in understanding human behaviour
	 Cognitive processing in a technological (digital/modern) world
	 The influence of globalization on individual behaviour
	2. SL students are required to study one option, while HL students study two options.
	3. Both SL and HL students will be expected to show their understanding of approaches to research in the internal assessment and for criterion D (critical thinking) in paper 1 section B and paper 2 responses. Additionally, HL students will be directly...
	The aims of the course
	1. develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour
	2. apply an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural factors affecting mental processes and behaviour to at least one applied area of study
	3. understand diverse methods of inquiry
	4. understand the importance of ethical practice in psychological research in general and observe ethical practice in their own inquiries
	5. ensure that ethical practices are upheld in all psychological inquiry and discussion
	6. develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied to address real-world problems and promote positive change.
	Assessment

	IB ECONOMICS
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB HISTORY
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB PHYSICS
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB CHEMISTRY
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB BIOLOGY
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES SL AND HL
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Distinction between SL and HL
	Assessment

	IB VISUAL ARTS
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	IB THEATRE
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment
	Accelerated Mathematics Further Mathematics Units 3/4 Students are required to achieve an average of 70% across their Year 10 end of semester examinations. It is also a requirement that all students undertaking a study of Unit 3 & 4 Further Mathematic...

	VCE MEDIA UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment
	• Music Enquiry
	• Music Contemporary Performance
	• Music Repertoire Performance
	• Music Composition

	VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	 Explore the characteristics and properties of materials, techniques and processes
	 Understand the use and application of materials in relation to the historical development of art forms, across different periods of time and cultures
	 Develop an understanding of aesthetic qualities in artworks and how they are used in art making
	 Learn how to work independently and collaboratively
	 Develop an understanding of the sources that inform and influence art making
	 Investigate the practices of artists from different periods of time and cultures, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, and their use of materials, techniques and processes, and how these contribute to the making of their artworks
	 Understand how artists use visual language to communicate ideas and meaning in artworks
	 Understand how exhibitions are planned and produced by galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces and site-specific spaces and how artworks are curated and displayed for audiences
	 Understand the methods used and considerations involved in the preparation, presentation and conservation of artworks.
	Assessment

	VCE THEATRE STUDIES UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE CHINESE 2ND LANGUAGE UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE FRENCH UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE ENGLISH UNITS 1 and 2
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	This study enables students to:
	 extend their English language skills through reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking and viewing to meet the demands of further study, the workplace, and their own needs and interests
	 enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language through all modes
	 discuss, explore and analyse the form, purpose, context, text structures and language of texts from a range of styles and genres
	 discuss, explore and analyse how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how this can affect meaning and understanding
	 convey ideas and demonstrate insight convincingly and confidently
	 create print, digital and spoken texts
	 demonstrate the ability to make informed choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context.
	Assessment

	VCE ENGLISH UNITS 3 and 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE LITERATURE UNITS 1 to 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	This study enables students to:
	 enjoy reading a range of challenging literary texts
	 approach unfamiliar texts and negotiate diverse literary territories with confidence
	 explore the ways in which authors craft their writing
	 recognise there are many possible ways of interpreting literary texts
	 develop their own responses to texts, recognising the impact of form, features and language in the creation of meaning
	 write creatively and critically, and develop their individual voice
	 consider the views of others, including when developing interpretations
	 express their ideas, through all language modes, with insight and flair.
	Assessment

	VCE ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) UNITS 1 and 2
	Subject description
	The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the beauty and challe...
	Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, and including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and voices, students develop insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend their skills in respond...
	By developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables students to participate in their diverse, dynamic and multicultural world productively and positively. The aims of the course
	This study enables students to:
	 extend their English language skills through reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking and viewing to meet the demands of further study, the workplace, and their own needs and interests
	 enhance their understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of the English language through all modes
	 discuss, explore and analyse the form, purpose, context, text structures and language of texts from a range of styles and genres
	 discuss, explore and analyse how culture, values and context underpin the construction of texts and how this can affect meaning and understanding
	 convey ideas and demonstrate insight convincingly and confidently
	 create print, digital and spoken texts
	 demonstrate the ability to make informed choices about the construction of texts in relation to purpose, audience and context.
	Assessment

	VCE ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) UNITS 3 and 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE AUSTRALIAN HISTORY UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE HISTORY REVOLUTIONS UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE GEOGRAPHY UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 AND 2
	Subject description
	This subject allows students with a high level of ability in mathematics to specialise in mathematics.
	Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problem-solving, reaso...
	This subject can only be taken:
	• In Year 11 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 1&2
	• In Year 11 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 3&4 (for students who have already undertaken Mathematical Methods 1&2 in Year 10)
	There are fewer topics covered as compared to Mathematical Methods and therefore allows the topics to be covered in more depth.
	Topics include proof and number, graph theory, logic and algorithms, discrete mathematics, sequences and series, combinatorics, matrices, simulation, sampling and sampling distributions, trigonometry, transformations, vectors in the plane, complex num...
	As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject must have to have the ability to apply techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, eq...
	The aims of the course
	• Provide an opportunity for students wishing to specialise in the area of mathematics to study more than one mathematics subject
	• Provide a course in mathematics which explores topics in great depth which will encourage deep mathematical thinking and enhance analytical skills
	• Provide an opportunity to enhance the understanding of work covered in Mathematical Methods.
	Assessment

	VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	This subject allows students with a high level of ability in mathematics to specialise in mathematics. It highlights mathematical structure, reasoning and proof and applications across a range of modelling contexts. The subject areas of study are Alge...
	Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and key skills from Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2; the key knowledge and key skills from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2; and concurrent study or previous comple...
	This subject can only be studied:
	• In Year 12 in conjunction with Mathematical Methods 3&4.
	• In Year 12 for students who have completed Mathematical Methods 3&4 in Year 11.
	Students also must also have successfully completed Specialist Mathematics Units 1&2 in Year 11.
	Topics include logic and proof, functions, relations and graphs, complex numbers, differential and integral calculus, differential equations, kinematics, vectors (including vector calculus), distribution of linear combinations of random variables, dis...
	As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject must have to have the ability to apply techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, eq...
	The aims of the course
	• Provide an opportunity for students wishing to specialize in the area of mathematics to study more than one mathematics subject
	• Provide a course in mathematics which explores topics in great depth which will encourage deep mathematical thinking and enhance analytical skills
	• Provide an opportunity the understanding of work covered in Mathematical Methods.
	Assessment

	VCE MATHEMATICAL METHODS  UNITS 1 AND 2
	Subject description
	Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. The units are designed as preparation for Mathemati...
	This subject can be taken:
	• In Year 11 as Mathematical Methods 1&2 only
	• In Year 11 as Mathematical Methods 1&2 in conjunction with Specialist Mathematics Units 1&2
	• In Year 10 for students who have completed the 10A mathematics course in Year 9 and have a teacher recommendation.
	Only Students with a passion for mathematics and a high degree of skill could consider doing both Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 1&2 in Year 11.
	Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 is designed for students with an interest in mathematics and are competent in their ability to apply algebra, as demonstrated by their Year 10 Mathematics results.
	Students studying this subject will be expected to apply their knowledge in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They are also expected to be proficient in their use of CAS technology to assist in problem solving and investigation.
	As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students studying this subject will be expected to have the ability to apply techniques, routines and processes involving geo-metric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipula...
	Mathematical Methods is listed as a prerequisite for some tertiary courses. Please consult career’s advisor as to university prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses.
	The aims of the course
	• Provide a study in VCE Mathematics that is challenging and will extend the mathematical thinking of Year 11 students
	• Provide a sequential course of study that follows directly from, and build on the Australian P-10 curriculum in the area of mathematics
	• Provides a course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to most tertiary courses that have mathematics prerequisites.
	Assessment

	VCE MATHEMATICAL METHODS   UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study Algebra, number and structure, Data analysis, probability and statistics, Calculus, and Functions, Relations and graphs.
	Assumed knowledge and skills for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are contained in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn on, as applicable, in the development of related content from the areas of study, and key knowledge and key skil...
	This subject can be taken:
	• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 only
	• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 in conjunction with Specialist Mathematics Units 3&4
	• In Year 12 as Mathematical Methods 3&4 in conjunction with General Mathematics Units 3&4
	• In Year 11 for students who have completed the Mathematical Methods Units 1&2 successfully in Year 10.
	There is a development in the complexity and sophistication of problem types and mathematical processes used (modelling, transformations, graph sketching and equation solving) in application to contexts related to these areas of study compared with Ma...
	Students are also expected to be proficient in their use of CAS technology to assist in problem solving and investigation.
	As calculators and student notes are only permitted in some assessments, students who study this subject must have to have the ability to apply techniques, routines and processes involving geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, e...
	Mathematical Methods Units 3&4 is listed as a prerequisite for some tertiary courses. Please consult the career teacher’s advice as to university prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses.
	The aims of the course
	• Provide a study in VCE Mathematics that is challenging and will extend the mathematical thinking of year 12 students
	• Provide a sequential course of study that follows directly from, and build on the Australian P-10 curriculum in the area of mathematics
	• Provides a course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to most tertiary courses that have mathematics prerequisites.
	Assessment

	VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNITS 1 AND 2
	Subject description
	The subject is taken in Year 11 and is designed for students who have had challenges in mathematics prior to Year 11. It provides an introduction to topics covered in General Mathematics Units 3&4.
	Students enrolled in General Mathematics Units 1&2 are able to transition to General Mathematics Units 3&4.
	There is a significant increase in standard of work required in General Mathematics Units 3&4 so the results in General Mathematics Units 1&2 should not be used as a predictor for grades likely to be obtained in General Mathematics Units 3&4.
	The areas of study for Unit 1 of General Mathematics are Investigating and comparing data distributions, arithmetic and geometric sequences, first order linear recurrence relations, financial mathematics, linear functions: graphs, equations, models an...
	The areas of study for Unit 2 of General Mathematics are investigating relationships between two numerical variables, graphs and networks, variation, space, measurement and applications of trigonometry.
	A major focus in this course is to teach students how to use CAS technology efficiently and effectively.
	All assessments allow students to bring in their own notes and have access to a CAS calculator
	The aims of the course
	• Provide a study in VCE mathematics that is accessible for students who have previously experienced difficulty in their mathematical studies
	• Provide students with a course of study that is more practical and accessible
	• Provide the first year of a two year course of study in VCE mathematics that allows access to tertiary courses that have “any year 12 mathematics” listed as pre-requisites
	Students completing this subject as their only Units 1&2 Mathematics subject should seek advice from the career’s advisor as to university prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses.
	Assessment

	VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	 Provide an accessible and practical mathematics course for students who may not wish to pursue a tertiary course that requires a high level of mathematical ability or a not confident in their ability to study a course requiring strong algebraic skills
	 Provides a course of VCE Mathematics that allows access to tertiary courses that have “any year 12 mathematics” listed as a prerequisite.
	Students completing this subject as their only Units 3&4 Mathematics subject should seek advice from the career’s advisor as to university prerequisites for their intended tertiary courses.
	All internal and external assessments allow students to bring in their own notes and have access to a CAS calculator
	Assessment

	VCE HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	VCE Health and Human Development provides students with a broad understanding of health and wellbeing that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves and to families, communities, nations and gl...
	Students explore the complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and wellbeing and those that put it at risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing, and ...
	VCE Health and Human Development is designed to foster health literacy. As individuals and as citizens, students develop their ability to navigate information, to recognise and enact supportive behaviours, and to evaluate healthcare initiatives and in...
	Students are encouraged to choose Units 1 and 2 (not a prerequisite for Units 3 and 4) before attempting Units 3 and 4 because of the foundational technical knowledge and skills acquired in Units 1 and 2.
	The aims of the course
	 Understand the complex nature of health and wellbeing, and human development
	 Develop a broad view of health and wellbeing, incorporating physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual dimensions, and biological, sociocultural and environmental factors
	 Examine how health and wellbeing may be influenced across the lifespan by the conditions into which people are born, grow, live, work and age
	 Develop health literacy to evaluate health information and take appropriate and positive action to support health and wellbeing and manage risks
	 Develop understanding of the Australian healthcare system and the political and social values that underpin it
	 Apply social justice principles to identify health and wellbeing inequities and analyse health and wellbeing interventions
	 Apply the objectives of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals to evaluate the effectiveness of health and wellbeing initiatives and programs
	 Propose and implement action to positively influence health and wellbeing, and human development, outcomes at individual, local, national and/or global levels.
	Assessment

	VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate an understanding of the theoretical underpinnings of performance and participation in physical activity with practical application. Through engagement in physical activities, VCE Physical Education ...
	This study equips students with the appropriate knowledge and skills to plan, develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity, sport and exercise across their lifespan and to understand the physical, social, emotional and cognitive health ...
	Completion of the Year 10 Sport Science elective is beneficial in developing foundational knowledge and skills required for VCE Units 3 and 4. It is not a prerequisite for Units 3 and 4.
	The aims of the course
	 Use practical activities to underpin contemporary theoretical understanding of the influences on participation and performance in physical activity, sport and exercise
	 Develop an understanding of the anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles, and of behavioural, psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity across the...
	 Engage in physical activity and movement experiences to determine and analyse how the body systems work together to produce and refine movement
	 Critically evaluate changes in participation from a social-ecological perspective and performance in physical activity, sport and exercise through monitoring, testing and measuring of key parameters.
	Assessment

	VCE ACCOUNTING UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course

	VCE AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS   UNITS 1 AND 2
	Subject description
	Unit 2: Global Politics: Global connections
	Assessment

	VCE GLOBAL POLITICS UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE ECONOMICS UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	Economics is the study of how resources are allocated to meet the needs and wants of society. It examines the role of consumers, businesses, governments and other organisations in decision making about the allocation of resources and the effect that t...
	Through studying VCE Economics students will develop a range of skills including the ability to gather, organise, analyse and synthesise a wide selection of economic information. Students will undertake independent inquiry, think critically and work c...
	Further study in the field of Economics can lead to a broad range of career opportunities such as stockbroking, insurance, business analysis, banking and finance, journalism and public policy.
	The aims of the course
	This study enables students to:
	 understand the role of consumers, businesses and governments in the economy
	 understand and apply relevant economic theories, concepts and tools
	 examine and evaluate the nature and consequences of economic trade-offs
	 use economic methods of inquiry and tools to analyse the economic causes and consequences of contemporary events on local, domestic and international economies
	 develop an understanding of how the Australian economy operates
	 foster an understanding of how Australia’s economic relationships with other economies and global economic institutions influence living standards and long-term prosperity
	 evaluate the effectiveness of government responses to economic situations
	 develop a critical perspective and think creatively about approaches to economic problems that might arise.
	Assessment

	VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 1 AND 2
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course
	Assessment

	VCE BUSINESS MANAGMENT UNITS 3 AND 4
	Subject description
	The aims of the course

	VCE BIOLOGY UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved and changed over time, and considers how living organisms function and interact. It explores the processes of life, from the molecular world of the cell to that of the whole organis...
	VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system and species levels. In undertaking this study, students develop an understanding that, in the dynamic and interconnected system of life, all chan...
	An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice....
	The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline.
	 Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their functions?
	 Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity?
	 Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?
	 Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges?
	The aims of the course
	 develop knowledge and understanding of key biological models, theories, concepts and issues from the individual cell to species level
	 develop knowledge and understanding of organisms, their relationship to their environment, and the consequences of biological change over time, including the impact of human endeavours on biological processes and the survival of species
	Assessment

	VCE CHEMISTRY UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The study of VCE Chemistry involves investigating and analysing the composition and behaviour of matter, and the chemical processes involved in producing useful materials for society in ways that minimise adverse effects on human health and the enviro...
	VCE Chemistry enables students to investigate a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena through the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical processes. Sustainability principles, concepts and goals are used to consider how ...
	An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice....
	The study is made up of four units.
	Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?
	Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural world?
	Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise chemical processes?
	Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed for purpose?
	The aims of the course
	 develop knowledge and understanding of matter and its interaction with energy, as well as key factors that affect chemical systems, to explain the properties, structures, reactions and related applica-tions of materials in society
	 understand and use the language and methodologies of chemistry to solve qualitative and quantitative problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts
	 develop knowledge and understanding of how chemical systems can be controlled to develop greener and more sustainable processes for the production of chemicals and energy while minimising any adverse effects on human health and the environment, with...
	Assessment

	VCE PHYSICS UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	The study of VCE Physics involves investigating, understanding and explaining the behaviour of physical phenomena in the Universe. Models, including mathematical models, are used to explore, simplify and predict how physical systems behave at varying ...
	Conceptual understanding is developed as students study topics including light, atomic physics, radiation, thermal physics, electricity, fields, mechanics, quantum physics and the nature of energy and matter. Students are given agency through a choice...
	An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation methodologies, to develop key science skills, and to interrogate the links between theory, knowledge and practice....
	the study of VCE Physics.
	The study is made up of four units, structured under a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline.
	• Unit 1: How is energy useful to society?
	• Unit 2: How does physics help us to understand the world?
	• Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity?
	• Unit 4: How have creative ideas and investigation revolutionised thinking in physics?
	The aims of the course
	 apply physics models, theories and concepts to describe, explain, analyse and make predictions about diverse physical phenomena
	 understand and use the language and methodologies of physics to solve qualitative and quantitative problems in familiar and unfamiliar contexts
	Assessment

	VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNITS 1 TO 4
	Subject description
	VCE Psychology is designed to enable students to explore the complex interactions between thought, emotions and behaviour. They develop an insight into biological, psychological and social factors and the key science skills that underpin much of psych...
	Studying VCE Psychology enables students to develop their capacity to think, question and analyse psychological research and critically reflect on the findings of experiments and research. They are encouraged to use their problem-solving skills, inclu...
	An important feature of undertaking a VCE science study is the opportunity for students to engage in a range of scientific investigation methodologies, to develop key science skills and to interrogate the links between knowledge, theory and practice. ...
	The study is made up of four units, structured as a series of curriculum-framing questions that reflect the inquiry nature of the discipline:
	 Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
	 Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence behaviour and mental processes?
	 Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?
	 Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and maintained?
	The aims of the course
	Assessment
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